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1964 Hampden 

Dams are located on a small tributary to the Mill Eiver , easterly of Wilbraham Road in the north- 
central part of Hampden. 



City/Town 



Hampden 



Dam 



Gleason Dam 



Dam 



Koncitik Dam 



Name 



Alton E Gkason Inc 



Name 



Name 



Streets 



<jleason h Alton E 
Kon-citik, Harold 
WLlbraham Road 



CD Eempden 
Feb* 13, 1957 



Mr-o Harold Koncitik 
VII br ah am Road 
Hampden, Mass* 

Dear Sirs 

In accordance with Chapter 253 of the General haws of 
the Commonwe&lth of Massachusetts^ the darns in Hampden 
have been inspected by the o unty Hydraulic Engineer* 
Among those darns inspected were two dams owned by you 
and situated on a small, brook that is a tributary to 
Mill River * These dams are located easterly of 'rfil- 
■ brahaiu Road In the north central portion of the Town 
of Hampden » 

At the time of the last inspection of your loyrer dam 
it was noted that flashboards were still in place on 
the dam and that the surface of the stored water was 
very close to the top of the masonry daia itself. 
Flashboards must be removed from this dam each Fall f 
preferably in September and not replaced until after 
the Spring run-off. Ihus 5 llaGhboards should not be 
on the dam from September to about April 15th. Also* 
the report of the County Hydraulic Engineer notes that 
repairs should be made to the concrete of the dam where 
the material is beginning to disintegrate. These re- 
pairs should be made during 1957 • 



If you desire further information on this matter, plea 
do not hesitate to call upoi 



Very truly yours 

BOARD OF COUNTY COHMISSIONEES 



^ 



December 23, 1964 



Alton Et Gleason Co, , Inc. 
658 Berkshire Avenue 
Springfield* Massachusetts 

Att: Mx, Alton E. Gleason 

Gentlemen i 

In accordance with the provisions of Cb&pt* 253, Section 45 , et seq, of 
the General Lawg, Tercentenary Edition , relative to the inspection, con- 
dition and safety of the darns of Hampden County, you are hereby advised 
that your dam located easterly of Wilbraham Road a short distance south 
of the Wilbraham -Hampden Town line, and situated within the Town of 
Hampden ha^ bemn recently inspected by our Engineer and your attention 
Is called to the following conditions noted and recommendations made by 
Win. 

"The concrete masonry of this d&rm is now so badly disintegrated, 
particularly on the downstream f&ce at the angle point to the right 

of the spillway* that repairs rau^i be made during the coming year. 
The Owner should be directed to properly repair the dam and its 
spillway, facility during the coming year ox* the dam should b# 
breached and abandoned. 

Water is leaki.Bg thru the concrete masonry near the angle point 
to the right of the spillway and the masonry now exposed at this 
point is very poor in quality and quite rotten. A large canity in 
the wall exists at the point in question* 

No flashbo&rds were in the spillway notch at the time of the inspec- 
tion and the pond was down about a foot more or le&$ from the eleva- 
tion of the spillway crest* 

In my report of a year ago, I called attention to the -fact that a road- 
way was being constructed from the highway to the general area o£ 



n 



the darn. This roadway is still under construction and no particular 
change has been made* It is apparent that a development is to be 

constructed in the general area of the dam at some near future date. 

The concrete masonry of this structure lias deteriorated to a point where 
repairs must be done or the darn breached tod abandoned. It is directed 
that you make the necessary repairs to the dam during the year 1965 and 
that the repairs include the work needed on the masonry structure o£ the 
dam itself as well a^ on the spillway facility. 

When you proceed with the repairs to the dam &nd spillway, you should notify 

the County Hydraulic Engineer and have the work inspected. Failure of this 
dam could release a sufficiently large quantity of water to the stream below 
with possible damage to the highway at Wilbraham Road as well as to pri- 
vate property downstream. There would also be a danger of injury or even 
death to persons that might be in the path of water suddenly released by 
failure of the concrete masonry structure. 

If the dam is not repaired in 1965, it should be breached so that no water 
can be stored. 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may dc&ire will 
be furnished by this office upon request. 

Very truly yours* 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Alton £ Gleason Co v Inc. 



658 BERKSHIRE AVENUE SPRINGFIELD 9, MASS- 



PAVING CONTRACTORS 



REpublic 2-8207 

December 31* 1964 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Board of County Commissioners 
County of Hampden 
Springfield, Mass* 

Attn: William F. Staple ton-Chairman 
Dear Sir: 

In regard to your letter of December 23 , 1964, we realize 
that the dam mentioned is in need of repair and had hoped to 
complete the work in that area along with the repairs to the 
dam this year. 

We were not able to complete the project this year, but 
we have it scheduled for early in the Summer of 1965 and 
assure you the dam will be repaired in 1965* 

Very truly yours, 

fitJii £ fiiiASOW COMPANY 111 

7^ / ^^^^^4l_ 



Alton E. Gleoson Co., Inc. 



658 BERKSHIRE AVENUE SPRINGFIELD 9, MASS. 



****** 



PAVING CONTRACTORS 



* * * * * * 



REpublic 2-8207 



December 6, 1965 



Board of County Commissioners 

52 State Street 
Sp r ingf i e Id , Ma s s * 

Gentlemen * 

Thank you for your letter of December 1 f 1965 concerning 
the inspection of the darn located on my property in Kbirrpden 
easterly of Wilbraham Road* 

We have now installed the spillway, noted as necessary 
in your letter and plan to construct a 3 1 cobble shoulder 
either side of it. 

Learning and seeding of the top and slope of the 
embankment has not yet been done and probably will now have 
to wait until next spring. 

Ve r y t ru ly y ou r s > 



£T rprV{\" X? ^'TJvAQfW OO T"M 
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Alton E* Gleason 
1? r e ^ i e^ t 



AEG/pr 



12.8.65 Copy sent to George H. McDonnell, Co. Hy. Engineer, 



February 24, 

37 Hlrd Street- 
Spring field, Mass, 

ai ton ^' H'l ~-)' ? iSn Y '- X^Cffl n^rvel or^i^vvb located. 1 



to the status of this dam with respect to approval by 
miss loners would be appreciated* 
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'■?nt^d once 



; tanding that 



Very Truly Yours, 



liorcion v*i 



1 1 ^f f 



riampaen 
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HAMFDEM PLANNING BOARD 
HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 



bruary 24, 19&? 



Hampcisn Comity Commissioners 
37 SLm Street 



jy * "I 



:>prxngixexd # 



Alton E* Gleason, Inc* f Development located in Hampden, Massachusetts, 
on the easterly side of Wilbraham, Road is currectley being reviewed by the 



Planning Board of Hampden • 



One item under discussion is the dam located on this property. Clarification 
as to the status of this dam with respect to approval by the Hampden County 
Commissioners would 'be appreciated* 

Past references regarding this subject are a letter from the Haoipden 
County Commissioners to Alton E* (Reason Inc., dated December 1, 1965* which 
include rec commendations for improvement, and secondly a letter from Consultant 
Engineers, Tighe and Bond to Alton E* Gleason, Inc* f dated November 1? ( 1966* 
This letter also inc?Lnded recommendations for improvements 

It is not clear to the Planning Board as to whether the latter letter 
constitutes approval of this dam or not* Since it is our understanding that 
.formal an pr oval of such a daiii is required by the Hampden County Commissioners 
we would appreciate your comments, regarding it's current status . 

In addition to this above , if is also our understanding that such dams 
are inspected once a year,, Could you verify this point and also let us know the 
date of the last such inspection ox this dan* 



Very Truly Yours 9 



/ 



V 



X? J I 



€.^< 



Gordon vtfillautt, Uhair 
Hampden Planning Board 




xxxxxxxxxxx 



March 9, 1967 



Mr* George H* McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 
Tighe &, Bond 
Bowers & Pequot Sts. 
Holyoks f Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. McDonnell: 

Enclosed find copy of 6 letter from the 
Hampden Planning Board* relative to the Alton E 
Gleason ? Inc. Development , located In Hampden, 

Will you kindly prspars a rsply for sig~ 
nature by the County Commissioners, 

Very truly yours , 

HAMPDEN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



B y. 



Chairman * 



WFS:F 

Enc * 



xxxxxxxxxxx 

Lloyd W. Fradet 



March 9, 1967 



Mr. Gardoh Willcutt, Chairman 
Hampden Planning Board 
Hampden , Massachusetts 

Dear Mr * Willcutt: 

We have referred your letter of February 24, 

1967 relative to a dam on the property of Alton E. 

Gleason, Inc. to George H* McDonnell, our Hydraulic 

Engineer* 

As soon as hear from Mr. McDonnell, we will 
communicate with you on this matter* 

Very truly yours, 

HAMPDEN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



By. 



Chairman. 
WFS:F 



GEORGE H. M c DONNELL 
PHiLiP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
mBOND 



CIVILIAN ITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS^REPORTS^LANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Hampden 
March 14, 1967 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield,, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed herewith, please find an original and one copy of a communica- 
tion, prepared on your stationery, and addressed to the Planning Board 
of the Town of Hampden* The letter is in answer to the February 24 
letter from the Planning Board to your Board. 

If you concur in the contents of the letter, it could be signed and 
forwarded* 



Very truly yours, 

George^ H* McDonnell ~ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/mbf 
Enclosures 



March 15, 1967 



Hampden Planning Board 
Town Office 
Hampden, Ma s s ac bus etts 

Att; Gordon WillcutV Chairman 
Gentlemen: 

Your letter of February* 24 1 1967* regarding the Gleason, inc. Dam in the 
Town of Hampden has been received and the information requested is ae 
follows* 

This darn has- not as yet received the approval of our Board, We have been 
kept advised of conditions at the dam by the County Hydraulic Engineer. 
Until $uch time as a recommendation for acceptance of the dam is given our 
Board by the County Hydraulic Engineer, the darn* in view o-f the changes 
made at. the structure, will not be considered approved by this Board. 

The above information will clarify the question brought up in the fourth 
paragraph of your communication* Formal approval of a dam comes from 
ouv Board, The letter of February 1? to Alton E. Gleason Co. , Inc. by 
the County Hydraulic Engineer only stated facts relative to the new con* 
^traction and recommendation* for improvements. 

According to Chapter 2S3 of the General Law* of the Commonwealth, dams 
coming under County jurisdiction rmist be inspected at least once e^ery 
two years. lathe past* the dam in question has been inspected more often. 
The County Hydraulic Engineer made the last inspection on November 4, 
19-66 and, previous to that time* an inspection was conducted an November 
19, 1965. 

If further information is desired* please call or write our Board. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



August 2, 1967 



Alton E* Gieasoii Co. » inc. 
658 Berkshire A venae 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Att: Mr. Alton E. Gieason 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq. 
of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, 
coiiditioa and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby 
advised that your darn located easterly of YV libra ham. Road a short 
distance south of the "W ilbraham- Hampden Town Liaa, and situated 
within the Town of Hampden has been recently inspected by our 
Engineer and your attention is called to the following conditions 
noted and recommendations made hy him. 

M The basic concrete structure forming this dam was found 

to be OK* The spillway tube was satisfactory. The paved 
apron at the entrance to the spillway tube is cracked and 
broken. This apron should be repaired. The spillway 
notch in the concrete dam was satisfactory. *Water level 
in storage was at the crest of the notch. 

The downstream earth fill placed in front of the original 
concrete masonry dam has a fair growth of turf on top but 
the steep downstream face is poorly shaped, has poor turf 
cover and, in some areas, the earth is bare. This fill 
shows signs of cracking and shifting. The fill needs much 
improvement before it can be considered acceptable. n 



it is essential that the asphalt paving forming the entrance to 
the culvert be well ■.maintained. It is also essential that the 
earth embankment downstream of the concrete masonry wall 
be stable and be protected with a thick turf growth, From 
the report of the County Hydraulic Engineer, it would appear 
as if the slope of the downstream face is too steep and the 
amount o £ compaction applied to this fill has been unsatis- 
factory. The embankment fill must be stable and capable of 
supporting a good turf growth. 

Kindly make the necessary repairs and do the required 
maintenance 'at this darn. 

Conditions at the dam still are unsatisfactory and the al- 
terations made to this dam are not as yet acceptable. 

Any further information concerning this matter which you 
may desire will be furnished by this office upon request, 

V e r y truly y o ur s , 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



CD Hampden 
October 31, 1967 



Planning Board 

Town o£ Hampden, Mass* 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the telephone request from Arthur Christiansen, I am 

providing you herewith, the report on the inspection of a a mail dam located 
easterly of W ilbraham Road a short distance south of the Vv ilbraham- 

Hampden Town line- This dam m on a proposed Development and apparently 
is the property of Alton £. Gleason. The report is as follows: 

n The basic concrete structure forming this dam was found 
to be OK. The spillway tube was satisfactory. The paved 
apron at the entrance to the spillway tube is cracked and 
broken This apron should be repaired. The spillway 
notch in the concrete dam was satisfactory. Water level 
in storage was at the crest of the notch. 

The downstream earth fill placed in front of the original 
concrete masonry dam has a fair growth of turf on top but 
the ^teep downstream face is poorly shaped* has poor turf 
cover and, in some areas, the earth is bare. This 1 fill 
sho^s signs of cracking- and shifting. The fill needs much 
improvement before it can be considered acceptable. M 

In regard to the earth embankment portion of the dam, it is important that 
this fill be stable and well compacted* The downstream face of this embank- 
ment is too steep for proper stability and ease of maintenance. Conditions 
at the fill should be corrected, the downstream slope flattened and a good 
growth of turf developed over the entire embankment. 



>2~ 



Any further information concerning this matter which you may desire will 
be furnished by the undersigned upon request* 

Very truly yours, 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 
GHM/mbf 



GEORGE H. M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERiDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 



TIGHE 



CIVIL.SAN ITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 

BOND 



^JjU1\U consulting engineers 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HO LYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL JEFFERSON 3-399? 

CD Hampden 
October 31, 1967 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Re; Gleason Dam 
Gentlemen: Hampden, Mass. 

Enclosed for your file, please find a copy of a communication sent to the 
Planning Board of the Town of Hampden regarding the Gleason Dam. 

The Gleason Dam is apparently part of a housing development under con- 
struction by Gleason but which has not had approval of the Town of 
Hampden. 

Very truly yours, 

Georg^ H. McDonnell' ^ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/mbf 

Enclosure 



PHrUP W .SHER IDA / 
ED WARDj. BAYON 

tige 

sBCrfD 



CIViL, SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS^PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OP CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Hampden 
November 6, 1967 



Tb.e Honorable the Board o£ County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed herewith, please find a copy of a communication sent to the 
Planning Board of Hampden regarding the Gleason Darn* A special in- 
spection of this dam was made on Sunday, November 5 so that an up to 
date report of conditions could be made to the Planning Board of 
Hampden. A copy of my letter- report is attached for your file on this 
dam. 

Very truly yours, 



GHM/mbf 



Georg^ H 4 McDonnell ~ 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



CD Hampden 
November 6, 196? 



Planning Board 
Town of Hampden 
Massachusetts 

Re: Giaason Dam 
Gentlemen: 

The undersigned made an inspection o£ the Gleason Darn located easterly of 
Wilbraham Road aad a short distance south of the W libra ham- Hampden 

Town line on Sunday afternoon, November 5* 1967* This dam Is on a 
proposed housing development and, according to Count/ records, the darn 
is apparently the property of Alton E. Gleason. 

The Owner of the dam was advised of accessary Improvements and repairs 
in August of this year. The inspection on Sunday, November 5, revealed 
that repair work had heen done at the paved a proa forming an entrance fco 
the spillway tube. However, the steep earth fill placed in front of the 
original concrete masonry dam is still in need of improvement. As re- 
ported following the inspection in August, the fill still shows signs o£ 
cracking and sliding. Also, at the toe of the fill, huge boulders form a 
toe wall to support the bottom of the fill but in turn, these boulders are 
held in place by partially buried trees* Should these t^ees die aiad rot 
away or if they should lean over for any reason whatsoever, the boulders 
at the toe of the fill will undoubtedly shift and the fill will slide . 

Cateful examination o£ the steep slope of the fill shows evidence of some 
aroiion though an improved turf growth is covering the small gullies. 

In the opinion of the undersigned, this earth embankment and particularly 
the steep slope must be improved and stabilisation work must be accom- 
plished before a recommendation can be made to the Board of County 



Com* -;* oners that the da,m la stable for acceptance. 

Very truly jrourn, 



George H* McDonaell 
/ County Hydraulic Engineer 

QpA/mht 
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GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 



TIGHE 

^JjUISU consulting engineers 



CIViL.SANITARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS,PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
December 22, 1967 



The Hon, the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Mas sachusetts 

Gentlemen: Re: Gleason Dam, Hampden 

Enclosed herewith please find a copy of a communication sent to Mr. 
Christians on relative to improvements made at the above subject darn, 
The contents of the letter are self-explanatory, Mr. Christians on, of 
Edward N, Christians on is the contractor doing the improvements on 
the Gleason dam. 

Very truly yours, 



tilc^^tJL A ( /2c& tQ/^UyuJX. 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 
End. 



CD Hampden 
December 22 t 196? 

Edward N # Christians on* Contractors 
East hong meadow Road 
Hampden*. Massachusetts 

Attn: Mr. Arthur Christiansen 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with your request I made an inspection of the Gleason darn 
and observed the alterations you have made to the embankment These 
alterations have improved the embankment but to my opinion there is 
still work to be done as of the day of my inspection, Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 20th. 

The asphalt pavement between the concrete portion of the dam at the spill- 
way notch leading to the inlet of the spillway tube has cracked and is in 
need of repair. The cracking could have been caused by construction 
equipment and it could also have been caused by shear action in the em™ 
bankment itself* 

On observing the extension of the spillway tube there is an object projecting 
into the tube at the point where the extension joins the original tube* Be- 
cause of poor light conditions at the time o£ my inspection 1 could not 
determine what type object projects into the pipe* H it does project from 
the joint proper, this would indicate to me that the joint is not watertight* 
However t I recall that you stated that the junction point of the two sections 
forming the spillway tube was formed with poured -in -place concrete* 



2, 



The stone dumped on the sloping surface of the embankment and on the 
top of the embankment appears to be a very thin cover particularly at the 
top o£ the embankment. It almost appears a^ if an insufficient amount of 
stone has been placed or the stone has moved downward leaving a portion 

of the upper section of the slope uncovered. 

If the aephalt is repaired, the obstruction in the joint removed and the 
reason for its presence satis fact drily explained &n& additional stone is 
dumped on the surface of the embankment, particularly at the upper areas, 
1 would then be able to recommend to the County Commissioners chat con- 
struct! OB at the dam is satisfactory. Naturally, no official acceptance of 
the structure as rebuilt will be made until the embankment has been in 
service for at least one calendar year. If at the end of a year there has 
been no movement of material in the embankment and conditions are satis- 
factory, then I can recommend to the County Commissioners that the owner 
of the dam and the Town be advised that the dam in -satisfactory and accept- 
able in every respect. 

Very truly yours, 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 



GEORGE: H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J, BAYON 

TIGHE 
zBOND 



CIVIL, SANITARY AND ELECTRfCAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS,PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HO LYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Hampden 
December 21, 1967 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Re: Gleason Dam 

Gentlemen: Hampden, Mass. 

Enclosed herewith, please find a copy of a communication sent to Mr. 
Christians on relative to the above subject dam. This letter is sent for 
record purposes. 

Very truly yours. 



George^. McDonnell ~ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/mbf 

Enclosure 



CD Hampden 
December 27, 1967 



E&MdN. Chrietianson, Contractor 
Eaet Long meadow Road 
Hampden, Massachusetts 

Att: Mr. Arthur Christinas on 

Gentlemen: 

Alter ations made to the #m.ba»kment at the Gleaaoa Dam In Hampden ha^re 
improved this embankment cone tder ably. Tha slope of the earth fill km bean 

flattened by the extent ion of the toe* The spillway tube has beea ieagtheaed 
by the addition of a section of pipe* The surface of the embankment Bl®p® 
has hmm covered with stone a:ad the area graded. The top of the embankment 

ha© partially been covered with stone. 

Conditions a. if now existing at this daai have been greatly improved. An is 
customary and normal practice* no official acceptance of the construction 
will be recommended to the County Commissioners at this time* The embank- 
ment rmiBt he in servlca for at least one calendar ye®>r after which official 
acceptance is recommended Si no major delect appears within the oa# y^ar 
service period. 

On the ^sumption that the embankment will now be serviceable &,nd that no work 

will fee required within the next year except normal maintenance, official 
acceptance of the structure will he recommended to the County Commiaaionere 
at the end o£ 1968* Should ihmr^ be any need for normal and minor 
maintenance work or should a.ny major problem occur, you will he notified 
following periodic inspections of the dam during the corning ya&r. 

Very truly yours , 



George H- McDonnell 
GHM/mbf County Hydraulic Engineer 



CD Hampden 
March .19, 1968 



Edward N, Christian* on, Ibc* 
£&#£ Longmeadow Road 
B&mpdea* Massachusetts 

Attn: Mr* Arthur Christians on 

Re: Gl#a^on Dam 
Gentlemen: Hampden, Man. 

Reference la made to my communication written to you on December 27, 
1967 regarding the above subject dam. The undersigned Inspected the 
darn on Tuesday morning t March 19 th following the two -day heavy rain 
storm of Sunday , March 17th mad Monday, March 18th* It was acted 
that the embankment shows signs of movement and surface wash. 

The downstream half of the left portion of the embankment hag 

apparently moved downward and outward. There appears to have hmm 
a shear fmilure in the embankment soil. Movement of the embankment 

la readily visible by aighttag along the top of the stone fill. A marked 
dii£&ren€0 in elevation ie extended in the area mo¥imnal hat takes 
place, 

In addition to thie movemti&t^ the undersigned noted that while walking 

around on the surface of the stone fill, particularly whmm the bIqub In 
nothing mare than a thin caver %an the embankment earth, the under - 
lying earth is not stably in soft and it is evident Ihui thU material 
has had insufficient compaction whaa it was placed* Had the material 
been tightly compacted in thin layers, 1 doubt if the soft condition 
noted by dimply walking on the top of the ttone fill would exist. 

There is also evidence that surface wash haa occurred near the left 
end of the stone filled embankment in that stone hag hmmn washed down 



the feee of the embankment mod the soft earth of the fill luag bean ex- 
posed* 

Correction of the conditions as acted herein will be required before I 
earn recommend to the County Commissioner a that the dam is ready for 
^ce^pimncm* The soft condition of the embankment seems to indicate 
that additional compaction should be dome and more stone added for 
stabilisation purposes, 

Very truly* y outm? 



George H* McDonnell 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



OHM/amd 



GEORGS H. M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. 8AYON 

TIGHE 

&JjU1\U consulting engineers 



C1VIL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REP0RTS.PLAN5 AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
March 19, 1968 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: Re: Gleason Dam, Hampden 

Enclosed herewith please find a copy of a communication sent to Mr* 
Arthur Christians on relative to the above subject dam* Following the 
heavy rain storm of Sunday, March 17th and Monday, March 18th, the 
undersigned made inspections of certain dams, one of which was the 
Gleason Dam. The contents of the communication to Mr. Christianson 
are self-explanatory. This letter is sent for record purposes. 

Very truly yours, 




Georg^H. McDonnell # 

County Hydraulic Engineer ^ 



GHM/amd 
End. 
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CD Hampden 
March 17, 1969 



This letter sent to the following: 



Alton E. Gleason Co., Inc., 658 Berkshire Ave. , Springfield, Mass, 
Attn: Alton E. Gleason 

Mr, V, Rockwell, Rockadundee Road, Hampden, Mass, 



Reference Is made to your dam in the Town of Hampden, and the fact 
that there now exists a heavy snow cover throughout Western Massa- 
chusetts. The water content of this snow cover, coupled with a warm 
spring rain could result in extremely heavy runoff conditions. Con- 
sequently, the Commissioners of Hampden County have directed that 
I advise you to be sure that the spillway facilities at your dam are 
clear of any obstruction and that you take all precautions necessary to 
protect your dam as well as persons and property downstream. 

It is advisable that you also lower the water level of the stored water 
through use of drawdown gates, and that this lowering be done at this 
time under controlled conditions so as not to drop the water level at 
too fast a rate wherein the embankment of the dam might be damaged 
or the rate of discharge could cause temporary flooding downstream* 

If you have any question in connection with this matter, the under- 
signed can be reached at the above address and telephone number. 

Very truly yours, 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/amd 



GEORGE H, MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIVIL,SAN1TARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TElJEFFERSON 3^3991 



CD Hampden 
March 19, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: Re: Gleason Dam 

The undersigned inspected the above subject dam on Wednesday afternoon, 
March 18th, and found that the spillway tube is still plugged at the lower 
end, as previously reported, and the owner has taken no action to correct 
this condition. 

It is recommended that a communication be sent to Alton E. Gleason Co, , 
Inc. directing that the spillway tube be cleaned. 

Very truly yours, 




Cjeorge^H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 



GEORGE: H, MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 




CIVIL, SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS. REP0RT3,PLAN5 AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



C N S V L TIN G ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL JEFFERSON 3-3S9! 



CD Hampden 
March 19, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: Re: Gleason Dam 

The undersigned inspected the above subject dam on Wednesday afternoon, 
March 18th, and found that the spillway tube is still plugged at the lower 
end, as previously reported, and the owner has taken no action to correct 
this condition. 

It is recommended that a communication be sent to Alton E. Gleason Co* , 
Inc. directing that the spillway tube be cleaned. 

Very truly yours, 



,-£Wv -M-li 



.Greorge/H. McDonnell X 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHiLlP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 



iBONB 



CIVIL, SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVEST1GATIONS.REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE. MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL JEFFERSON 3-399? 



CD Hampden 
March 19, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: Re: Gleason Dam 

The undersigned inspected the above subject dam on Wednesday afternoon, 
March 18th, and found that the spillway tube is still plugged at the lower 
end, as previously reported, and the owner has taken no action to correct 
this condition. 

It is recommended that a communication be sent to Alton E. Gleason Co. , 
Inc. directing that the spillway tube be cleaned. 

Very truly yours, 






George; H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



A 



GHM/amd 
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Stephen A. Moynahan 



March 25, 1970 



Alton E. Gleason Co, , Inc. 
658 Berkshire Avenue 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Attn: Mr. Alton E, Gleason 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 25 3, Section 45, et seq. of 
the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, con- 
dition and safety of dams of Hampden County, you are hereby advised that 
your dam located easterly of Wilbraham Road a short distance south of the 
Wilbraham- Hampden Town line, and situated within the Town of Hampden 
has been recently inspected by our engineer and your attention is called to 
the following conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 

"The undersigned inspected the above subject dam on Wednesday 
afternoon, March 18th, and found that the spillway tube is still 
plugged at the lower end, as previously reported, and the owner 
has taken no action to correct this condition. 



It is recommended that a communication be sent to Alton E. 
Gleason Co* , Inc. directing that the spillway tube be cleaned. 11 

Last fall you were advised that the end of the spillway tube was plugged 
with brush, sticks, stones, debris and miscellaneous junk. It was pointed 
out that the tube should be cleaned, should be inspected frequently and kept 
clean of material of this nature* It is essential that the dam be maintained 
properly. 

You are directed to remove all material plugging the end of the spillway tube 
immediately. Any unreasonable delay will necessitate the enforcement of 
the applicable provisions and sections of Chapter 25 3 of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth, 



Alton E. Gleason Co., Inc. 



658 BERKSHIRE AVENUE SPRINGFIELD 9, MASS. 
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Ivy T^h 97 1 onrs 



Office of the County Corninl ssioners 
$ Street 






Gentlemen: 



irus is m 
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We sent our men to unplug the spillway tube 
u.r dam located within the Town, of Hampden,, and 
tarch 27* 1970 this operation was completed* 



Very truly yours, 



i± i j „L U ].''>: .I'll 43 Lf 1 j J.'!j A O v 



^.■> W s& -a J., hi O ffc 



J^S 




Alton E. Gleason 
President 
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Stephen A* Moynaftar 



October 22, 1969 



Alton E. Gleason Go*, Inc. 
65b Berkshire Avenue 
Springfield , Massachusetts 



Att: M . AlLon 
Gentlemen : 



Gleason 



In accordance with the provi 
et seq, of the General Laws, 
to the inspection condition 
County , you are nereby advis 
of Wilbraham Road a short di 
Hampden Tovm line, and situa 
has been recently inspected 
is called to the following c 
made by him. 



Hrrt 



sions of Chapter 2^3^ Section 45, 
Tercentenary Edition, relative 
and safety of tne dams of Hampden 
d that your dam located easterly 
stance south of the Mil bra ham- 
ted within the Tovm of Hampden 
by our Engineer and your attention 
onditions noted and recommendations 



The asphalt apron forming an approach to the 
spillway tube is cracked. These cracks should be 
filled with an asphalt material to seal them and 
prevent the seepage of water under the asphalt apron. 

The spillway tube Is partly plugged at the lower 
end. An examination of the lower portion of the tube 
shows that up Inside the tube there are brush, sticks, 
stones, debris and miscellaneous junk, The undersigned 
took two huge stones out of the spillway tube as well 
as an automobile tire, some branches and miscellaneous 
wood. It appears as if someone has been trying to plug 
the tube since much of the material, particularly small 
stones and dirt, have been packed Into the tube from the 
downstream end. The tube should be inspected from time 
to time and kept clean. 

The spillway notch in the upstream concrete wall is o.k. 
There was no stoplog in the notch nor was there any debris 
plugging the opening. The water level In storage was at 
the crest elevation of the notch. 

The earth and processed stone fill of the embankment was 
o*k. The toe area was reasonably dry. Very little brush 
growth is occurring on the embankment. 
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The upstream concrete wall is eroded and cracked at 
the surface on the water-side face. Repairs done in 
the near future will prevent more extensive and deeper 
damage * 

The owner should be directed to clean out the spillway- 
tube immediately and to inspect the tube from time to 
time to be certain that it does not get plugged again* 
With the spillway tube cleaned and maintained in a 
clean condition the dam will be safe. 

It is essential that the dam be maintained in a good state of 
repair. The paving at the entrance to the spillway should be 
repaired as necessary and the spillway tube cleared of any 
debris. The dam should be inspected frequently and when the 
tube does become plugged or there is evidence of needed repairs, 
the required work should be done immediately. 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may 
desire will be furnished by this office upon request. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Carmody Dam 



i$£6 Hampden 

Dam located on Scantk: Brook. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Name 



Water 



Hampden 
Carmody Dam 
Carmody^ Anna 
Scantic Brook: 
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March 10, 1926 



Mrs. Anna Caraody, 
East Longraeadow, Mass. 

Bear Madame; 

In accordance witli the provisions of Section 
45 of Chapter S53 of the General Laws as amended by 
Chapter 334 of the Acts of 1923 and as further amended 
by Chapter 178 of the Acts of 1924 relative to the in- 
spection* condition and safety of the dams of Hampden ' 
County, you are notified that your dam, located on 
Scantic Brook so-called in the Town of Hampden, has 
"been inspected by our engineer and your attention is 
called to the following recommendations mad© by him; 

"!3?ha overflow is through a canal over 
the natural ground one hundred feet away from 
the north end of the dan. Shef spillway at tho 
head of this canal, over which the water flows, 
is in poor condition and should he repaired » 
l'ho dam also requires repairing, especially a 
leafe under the four foot penstock laid through 
the dam to the wheel," 

How, therefore, in accordance with Section 46 
of said Chapter £53, it is ordered that the above recom- 
mendations be complied with in a reasonable time* 

Yours very truly, 

GQUSST C0MMIS3I0BBH3 

•By "__ 



Chairman 



Kovember 17, 1926 



lira, Anna . Carmody , 
East Longmeadov/, Mass. 

Dear Madam: 

Inasmuch ae your dam was inspected quite 
recently by our Engineer who found that no repairs 
had "been made thereon, your attention is called to 
the notice sent to you on March 10, 1926 of which 
a copy is herewith enclosed. 

In case you v/ould lite further information 
regarding the repairs required than -that contained 
in notice, should you communicate or call upon our 
Engineer, James 1. Eigne of the firm of 2ighe J Bond, 
18^ High St., Holyo&e, Mass., he will he glad to ad- 
vise you. 

Yours very truly, 
GOIEITY GQMMISSlGHSRS 

By 



"Chairman 



0/H 
Snc. 



Carter Dam 




ri, ^.- i 
L45& Hampden 

Located on Big Brook between Glendale Road and Hollow Road. 



City/Town 



Hampden 



Dam 


Carter Dam 


Name 


Carter, Ralph 


Streets 


Hollow Road 


Streets 


<jlendale Road 


Water 


Big Brook 



CD Hampden 
Nov 6, 1958 



The Hon, the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
3-7 Sim Street 

SpaittgSleld , Mass, 

Centtemeh: 

Befojren.ee is mad* to the Carter Dam in the Town of Hampden owned by Mr. 

Ralph- Carter and situated on Big Brook between Gtendale Road and Hollow 
Road. This dam was owned, aad probably still is, by Ralph Carter of Long- 
meadow, whose last business address shown in my files is Highland Knitting 
Co,, 33 -JLyxn&n Street, Springfield, Mass. 

The undersigned has never submitted a recommendation to your Board re- 
garding the acceptance of this dam. Since the flood of August, 1955, main- 
tenance and repair work has ht®n needed* During the past two years there 
has been no sign of the owner doing anything of mij consequence to repair 
the dam* Since the structure should probably fee completely rebuilt , it is 
recommended that mxf decree issued in collection with this darn be dis- 
charged and the owner notified that the dam is I® be left breached and th&t 
no repairs are to be made until a new petition is filed along with the proper 
plans and specifications. 

Kespectfully submitted, 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GBM/xnb 



Cliaffin Dam fka East Longmeadow Rod & Gun Club Dam fka Carmody Dam 




l^4& Hampden 

Located adjacent to Mill Road on Scantie River. 



Abutters 



East Longmeadow Rod & Gun Club 



City/Town 


Hampden 


Dam 


Carmody Dam 


Dam 


ChaffinDam 


Dam 


East Longmeadow Rod & Gun dub Dam 


Name 


Chaffin h Gertrude 


Streets 


Mil Road 


Water 


ScantLc River 
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December 8, 1947 



Mrs. C. S. Chaff in 

Mill Road 

Hampden, Massachusetts 

Dear Madam; 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, 
Section 4S et seq.. of the General Laws, Tercentenary 

S i ^« Il ( ffl^l 1 ft$ i ^ltr,^J h ^^P ec - tion j oop^ition and safety 
£ ^ fL of Ham P aen County, you are hereby advised 
that the dam belonging to you and located off Hill Road 
in the southwest portion of Hampden has been inspa cted by 
our Engineer and your attention is called to the following 
conditions noted and recommendations made by him; 

"In a recent inspection made of the Carmody Bam in 
Hampden, also known as the last longmeadow Rod & Gun Club 
Bam* now owned by Mrs. C. K Chaffin, it was found that 
the emergency overflow or swale so-called, has been raised 
and partially closed up, This emergency overflow should 
be opened up and restored to its former level." 

Any further information concerning this matter" which 
you may desire will be furnished by this office upon 
request. 

Yours very truly, 
C0TJH7Y COMMISSIOBEBS 



B y Charles W. Bray 

— "*— ' dha irmao 



William Dwight 



Thomas F. Sullivan 



COPY 



December 1, 1948 



Mrs. C. E. Chaff in 

Mill Road 

Hampden, Massachusetts 

Dear Madam: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, 
Section 45 et seq,. of the General Laws, Tercentenary 
Edition, relative to the inspection, condition and safety 
of the dams of Hampden County, you. are hereby advised 
that the dam "belonging to you. and located off Mill Eoad 
in the southwest portion of Hampden has been inspected by 
our Engineer and your attention is called to the following 
conditions noted and recommendations made by him: 

"In a recent inspection made of the Carm cd y Dam in 
Hampden, also known as the East Longfieadow Rod & Gun 
Glab te g, now owned by Mrs, XT." ^r~SMTfJn^T^ms 
found~that raelcs and fine mesh wire screening have 
been placed in front of the spillway and emergency 
spillway* The fine mesh wire screening should be 
removed before it becomes csho&ed up, preventing free 
flow of the stream and results in over -topping of 
the dam. The earthen structure adjoining the easterly 
side of the emergency spillway should be raised to 
provide an additional 12" of freeboard." 

Any further Information concerning this matter which 
you may. desire will be furnished by this office upon 
request. 

Yours very truly, 
COUBTY COJMISSIOWEHS 



By Charles W. Bray 

Chairman 



William Dwight 



Thomas F. Sullivan 



TOWN OF HAMPDEN 

MASSACHUSETTS Q1036 

OFFICE OF 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

PO Box 1775 Hampden, Mass. 
June 1, 1967 



Hampden County Commissioners 
37 Elm Street 
Springfield, Mass. 01103 

Gentlemen: 

There is a pond adjacent to Mill Road in Hampden, 
the dike of which broke during the recent period 
of high water. 

Is your approval required before this dike is 
replaced by the owner, who is Mrs. Gertrude Chaff in, 
1^0 Mill Road, Hampden? 

Very truly yours, 




Charles R. Melville 

Chairman 

Board of Selectmen 

M/rw 



June 2, 1967 



xxxxxxxxxxxx 



Lloyd W. Fradet 



\ 

\ 

\ 

Mr. George H. McDonnell X 
County Hydraulic Engineer^ 
Tighe &. Bond ). 

Bowers L Pequot Sts* 
Holyoke,. Massachusetts 

Dear Mr* McDonnell: 

A 
■ \ 

Enclosed is a copy of a; letter, dated 
June 1, 1967, from the Board of .Selectmen of 
the Town of Hampden. 

The County Commissioners request that you 
determine whether or not this proposed dike 
requires approvaj by the County Commissioners. 



Very truly yours, 



HAMPDEN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS \ 



WJF:F 
Enc. 



0y. 



County Counsel 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
sBOND 



C1V1L.SANITARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS t REPORTS,PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
June 6, 1967 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

This will acknowledge your communication of June 2, 1967, and the copy of 
a communication dated June 1, 1967, from the Town of Hampden relative 
to the break in the dike on property of Chaffin of Mill Road in Hampden. 
On Wednesday, June 7, 1967, I will be inspecting dams in the easterly 
area of the County and will go to Brimfield and Holland by way of Hampden 
for the purpose of viewing the dike, A report to your Honorable Board 
relative to conditions at the dike will be sent to you immediately thereafter. 

Very truly yours, 



GHM/mbf 



''George K. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



CD Hampden 
June 3, 1967 



The Honorable* the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with your letter of June 2, 1967, the under signed on Wednes- 
day! June 7, 1967, inspected the dike owned by Mrs* Gertrude Chaff in 
along Mill Road in Hampden* My inspection showed that the dike had 
recently been breached and roughly repaired. Water had discharged 
through the breach in the dike onto and across the pavemeiit of Mill Road 
doing minor damage to the northerly edge of the pavement and waahing 
away some of the finer materials forming the northerly gravel shoulder of 
the Road* Released water entered a swampy undeveloped area and 
eventually reached Scantic River* 

The dike is southerly of and parallel to Mill Road in a general location about 
2000 ft. westerly of Somera Road. The dike was originally built to contain 
a shallow body of water along a canal and diversion ditch leading from 
Scantic River westerly to the main dam and pond. 

I am attaching hereto a photocopy of the topographical map showing the exist- 
ing facilities forming the ditch, the dike and related pond, the canal and the 
main dam. The direction of flow of water is also shown. A portion of the 
water flowing in Scantic River is diverted via the ditch to the pond at the 
dike and thence via the canal to the pond at the main dam. A review of the 
past history of theae facilities show that the stored water was first used 
to furnish power to a saw and grist mill owned by Kibble and Tuttle. The 
griot mill apparently went out of e&ietenee sometime prior to 1930 and about 
in 1935 the saw mill was ahut down. No apparent uae is now made of the 
water power developed by the existing facilities. Under normal stream 
flow conditions, the dike and the dam are suitable and serviceable. However* 
though maintenance haa been done on the dam and the related tube spillway 
from time to time, the undersigned has never noted evidence of maintenance 
being done along the dike. 
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In my last report relative to the condition of the dike* I noted that it was 
found to be satisfactory though quite rough in shape and worn in areas where 
persons apparently walked across and along the dike* 

At the point where the water of Scantic River enters the ditch leading to the 
pond at the dike, there are no control facilities* The water of the River 
simply divides with the major portion following the main bed of the 0tream 
and a much s mailer portion of the flow following the ditch leading to the 
pond and dike* The higher the flow in Scantic River because of storm run- 
off conditions, the greater Is the quantity of water that will flow to the dike 
area, The pond at the dike area is relieved through the canal leading to 
the pond at the dam and, if inflow to the dike area exceeds the ability of 
the canal to transfer water to the dam and the spillway, the water behind 
the dike could rise to a point to overtop the dike* Also, it is possible that 
Increased water pressure against the dike as a result of a rise in stored 
water level could cause a blow-out of a weakened portion of the dike* 

In my opinion, since a breach of the dike has caused minor damage to Mill 
Road, and since a more serious breach might occur under future heavy 
precipitation conditions, the owner of the dike should be required to properly 
repair the breach in the dike with suitable material, well compacted and 
including an acceptable core. The material now placed in the breach of 
the dike has probably been placed without compaction and without any con* 
sideration of core construction. 

If the owner of the dam and dike has no particular uoe for these facilities, 
it might be advisable to fill in the ditch connecting Scantic River to the 
pond at the dike and thus prevent the entrance of Scantic River water into 
the basin behind the dike. The facilities would then act simply as a local 
drainage system. 

It Is recommended that a communication be sent to Mrfe. Gertrude Chaff in 
outlining the manner in which the repair work should be carried on and 
completed and a letter be sent to the Board of Selectmen of the Town of 
Hampden Informing them of your action. 

Very truly yours, 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 
GHM/mbf 



qEORGE H.M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIVIL.SANITARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Hampden 
June 8, 1967 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 Staite Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with your letter of June 2, 1967, the undersigned on Wednes- 
day, June 7, 1967, inspected the dike owned by Mrs, Gertrude Chaffin 
along Mill Road in Hampden. My inspection showed that the dike had 
recently been breached and roughly repaired. Water had discharged 
through the breach in the dike onto and across the pavement of Mill Road 
doing; minor damage to the northerly edge of the pavement and washing 
away some of the finer materials forming the northerly gravel shoulder of 
the Road. Released water entered a swampy undeveloped area and 
eventually reached Scantic River 9 

The dike is southerly of and parallel to Mill Road in a general location about 
2000 ft. westerly of Somers Road, The dike was originally built to contain 
a shallow body of water along a canal and diversion ditch leading from 
Scantic River westerly to the main dam and pond. 

I am attaching hereto a photocopy of the topographical map showing the exist- 
ing facilities forming the ditch, the dike and related pond, the canal and the 
main dam. The direction of flow of water is also shown. A portion of the 
water flowing in Scantic River is diverted via the ditch to the pond at the 
dike and thence via the canal to the pond at the main dam. A review of the 
past history of these facilities show that the stored water was first used 
to furnish power to a saw and grist mill owned by Kibbie and Tuttle* The 
grist mill apparently went out of existence sometime prior to 1930 and about 
in 1935 the saw mill was shut down. No apparent use is now made of the 
water power developed by the existing facilities. Under normal stream 
flow conditions, the dike and the dam are suitable and serviceable. However, 
though maintenance has been done on the dam and the related tube spillway 
from time to time, the undersigned has never noted evidence of maintenance 
being done along the dike. 
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CONSULTING ENaiNEMRS 
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Very truly yours, 



Geor ge #. McDonnell ? 

GHM/mbf County Hydraulic Engine* 
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June 14, 1967 



Mrs. Gertrude Chaff in 
150 Mill Road 
Hampden, Massachusetts 

Dear Mrs. Chaff in: 

We have received a report relative to the failure of a dike owned by you 
southerly of Mill Road and extending along the pond at the upper end of the 
canal leading to the main darn and pond. The County Hydraulic Engineer 
has made an inspection of the dike, the site of the dike failure and has re- 
ported his findings to our Board. 

Failure of the dike did some damage to the paving on Mill Road and to the 
northerly shoulder of the road. In order to prevent a recurrence at this 
particular location, it is necessary that the dike embankment be carefully ! 
and properly reconstructed. This will require the cleaning out of the 
breached area and the replacement of the embankment material with com- 
pacted earth and a central core of impervious material such as clay, till, 
concrete or other similar serviceable material. 

The County Hydraulic Engineer has reported to our Board on the flow pattern 
of water from Scantic River through the connecting ditch to the pond at the 
dike, thence by canal to the main pond and dam where water overflows and 
makes its way back to Scantic River. 

On the assumption that you are the owner of all of the related facilities and 
water rights, it is suggested that you give consideration to a thorough 
improvement and maintenance program regarding the ditch, the dike, the 
canal, the dam and spillway or plan on a suitable method of preventing high 
rates of flow of Scantic River water into the diversion facilities. 

We will be pleased to have the County Hydraulic Engineer discuss this 
matter with you. Will you kindly inform our Board as to what action you 
plan to take relative to repairing the breach in the dike in an approved 
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manner. 

The existing material used to repair the breach in the dike appears to have 
been placed without being thoroughly and carefully compacted. The person 
or persons engaged to do the work should be provided thorough instructions 
as to how the work is to be done and these instructions should be filed with 
our Board for review and approval. The instructions or specifications for 
properly repairing the breach in the dike could be prepared by an experienced 
engineer. The County Hydraulic Engineer would be pleased to assist you 
and the person or persons properly repairing the breach in the dike. If 
you wish to discuss this matter with our Board or the County Hydraulic 
Engineer, please call or write our office. 

Very truly yours $ 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



June 14, 1967 



Board of Selectmen 
P. O. Box 177 
Hampden, Massachusetts 

Att: Charles R. Melville! Chairman 

Gentlemen: 

j 

In reference to your letter of June 1, 1967 regarding the breach in the dike 
owned by Mrs. Gertrude Chaff in of 150 Mill Road in Hampden, the County 
Hydraulic Engineer has made an inspection of the site and has submitted 
his report to us. We have advised Mrs^ Chaffin that the breach in the dike 
should be properly and thoroughly repaired and have outlined the manner in 
which this should be accomplished. The County Hydraulic Engineer will 
follow up the matter and our Board will keep your Board Informed. 

Approval of our Board will be required relative to methods used in making 
the permanent repairs to the dike. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



GEORGE H. M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD I J. BAYON 

TIG HE 
iBONB 
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BOWERS AND.PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Hampden 
August 28, 1967 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 

52 State Street 

Springfield, Massachusetts Re: Chaff in Dike 

I Mill Road 

Gentlemen: Hampden, Mass. 

Reference is made to the report of the undersigned of June 8, 1967 inform- 
ing your Honorable Board of conditions in the field at the site of the failure 
of the dike at the above subject site. Your Board wrote to Mrs. Gertrude 
Chaffin on June 14, 1967 and requested Mrs. Chaffin to inform your Board 
as to what action she planned to take relative to repairing the breach in the 
dike in an approved manner. You also pointed out that the undersigned 
would be pleased to discuss the matter with Mrs. Chaffin and to assist 
in properly repairing the breach in the dike. 

To date, I have heard nothing from Mrs. Chaffin. Recently, I made another 
inspection at the site of the dike and found conditions to be about the same 
as noted on June 7, 1967. 

It is suggested that another communication be sent to Mrs. Chaffin calling 
her attention to your letter of June 14, 1967 and requesting that she inform 
your Board as to whether or not the facilities for diverting Scantic River 
water are to be kept operative. 

Very truly yours, 





George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 
GHM/mbf 



August 30, 1967 



Mrs. Gertrude Chaff in 

150 Mill Road 

Hampden, Massachusetts 

Dear Mrs. Chaff in: 

Reference is made to the failure and subsequent repair of the dike on your 
property adjacent to Mill Road in Hampden and to our communication of 
June 14, 196? in connection therewith. To date, we have heard nothing 
from you and call your attention to our request contained in the June 14th 
letter, that you kindly inform our Board as to what action you plan to take 
relative to repairing the breach in the dike in an approved manner. 

We are also wondering whether or not you plan to continue the diversion of 
Scantic River water through the connecting ditch to the pond behind the dike 
and thence via the canal to the body of water formed by the dam located 
across Mill Road and westerly of the dike. 

If you wish, we will be pleased to have the County Hydraulic Engineer dis- 
cuss this matter with you. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
zBOND 



C1VIL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS.PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Hampden 
October 24, 1967 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

The undersigned has received the copy of the communication, written to your 
Board by Maurice M. Chaffin regarding. the problem at the dike in Hampden 
on property of Mrs. Gertrude B. Chaffin. A3 now scheduled, I will be 
talking with Mr . Maurice Chaffin this evening and will set up a conference 
with him to discuss the matter. I will review the various problems and 
situations outlined in the letter of October 5 from Mr. Chaffin. 

Following my meeting and discussion of this problem, I will report to your 
Honorable Board. 



Very truly yours, 




GHM/mbf 



George^. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GEORGE H. M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
&BOND 
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BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Hampden 
October 31, 1967 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed please find a copy of a communication sent to Mr. Chaff in of 
East Longmeadow relative to the problem of the dike and related facilities 
on property of Mrs. Chaffin in Hampden. The contents of the letter are 
self-explanatory. In my last conversation with Mr. Chaffin, I suggested 
that he review the sketch that I would prepare outlining the problem and 
then we would confer on the matter again. 

Very truly yours, 



George H. McDonnell ^ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/mbf 



Enclosure 



CD Hampden 
October 24, 1967 



The Honorable the Board of County Commiss loner s 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

The undersigned has received the copy of the communication written to your 
Board by Maurice M. Chaffin regarding the problem at the dike in Hampden 
on property of Mrs. Gertrude B. Chaffin. As now scheduled, I will be 
talking with Mr. Maurice Chaffin this evening and will set up a conference 
with him to discuss the matter. I will review the various probieais and 
situations outlined in the letter of October 5 from Mr. Chaffin. 

Following my meeting and discussion of this problem, I will report to your 
Honorable Board. 

Very truly yours, 



GHM/mbf 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



Board of County Commissioners October 5, 1967 

County of Hampden 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen : 



This will acknowledge your letters of June lUth and August 30th 
addressed to my Mother, Mrs. Gertrude B. Chaff in of 1$Q Mill Road, Hampden, 
Massachusetts. Since my Mother is quite elderly and incapable of discussing 
the matter at hand, I am replying and ask that further communications be di- 
rected to me at 123 Pleasant Street, East Longmeadow, Massachusetts . 

I assume that the members of the Board will go by the reccomenda- 
tions of the County Hydraulic Engineer on this matter so I guess the first 
step is to have this Engineer contact me so that we can set a time to meet 
at the site of the pond and start preliminary discussions. 

My mother's eyesight is not too good so she very seldom goes any 
distance from the house unless my wife or myself takes her out in the car. 
Consequently, she cannot keep watch over this considerable expanse of prop- 
erty. Many times, "no trespassing" signs have been placed at strategic spots 
on the property but they do not seem to do any good. 

I am sure evryone will recognize that this failure of the dike 
was the result of a heavy downpour of rain over a period of successive days. 
However, what the Commissioners may not realize is that the bank has been 
worn down by fishermen congregating at this point and fishing on this pri- 
vate property xfhen they had no right to do so. In addition, the length of 
the canal from the pond at the dike to the main pond near my Mother T s home 
has been filled with branches, boards and stones over a period of time and 
apparently has become a "playground 11 for the children of the area. This fo- 
reign matter plus dirt pushed into the canal from both sides of the bank 
has resulted in serious clogging and interference with the normal flow of 
water which, no doubt, contributed to this break in the dike this summer. 

I will be interested to hear from the County Hydraulic Engineer 
what "special" type of construction would be suggested at the point where 
the break occurred. I would also be interested to hear from the proper au- 
thorities as to what can be done to prevent this from happening again in 
the near future. The repair work that was done was apparently done by the 
torn of Hampden. Neither my Mother nor myself was advised at the time of 
this break. Until it was all over, we knew nothing about the leakage or the 
repair work. We have no way of knowing whether the material used was the 
proper type or not. Neither do we know hour much it was compacted. We as- 
sumed the work was done properly; it certainly should have been repaired 
in such a fashion that it would not have to be ripped out and done over a- 
gain. 

I shall await further word from the County Hydraulic Engineer. 



Sincerely^— ^ Y 




CD Harnpden 
October! j1 # 1967 



Mr, Maurice Chaffin 

123 Pleasant Street 

East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Chaffin: 
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"Water diverted from Scantic River at Point A eventually returns to Scantic 
River at Point B southwesterly of the darn and pond. As long as conditions 
at the site of your mother's property remain as they exist today, you will 
be faced with the problem of having excess Scantic River flow pass through 
your property via the ditch, thence through the pond behind the dike, 
thence through the canal and finally back to Scantic River by the overflow 
facilities at the dam and pond. 

If it is necessary that the hydraulics of the system remain as they exist 
today and free flow from Scantic River be allowed to enter the ditch, it is 
my opinion that the canal should be properly maintained and kept free of 
all debris ♦ If there is no practical value to diverting Scantic River water 
through your facilities, and I can see none from my examination of the 
property in the field, it might be advisable to fill in the ditch preferably 
in the vicinity of Point A so that Scantic River water will not be diverted 
to your mother's property. The ditch could be filled in with a relatively 
small quantity of compacted earth. If you own the property through which 
the ditch has been dug, most of the work could probably be done by means 
of a bulldozer pushing in fill from the banks on each side of the ditch. Any 
fill so placed should be placed on ground that has been stripped of 
vegetation and the fill should be placed in horizontal layers and compacted. 
The fill should be brought up to a height above the anticipated maximum 
level of Scantic River flow so that under all conditions of runoff, there 
would be no diversion of Scantic River water to the property of your mother. 
The thickness of the earth plug or barrier to be placed in the ditch would 
depend upon the character of the soil. 

If you still wished to have some river flow into the facilities on property 
of your mother, you could install a small pipe on the bed or bottom of the 
ditch at the location where the earth plug would be placed. This pipe would 
then restrict the amount of river flow which would pass to property of your 
mother. The size of the pipe to be used would depend upon the amount of 
water you desired to divert from Scantic River. 

After you have had an opportunity to review my comments herein and the 
location plan appended hereto, I will be pleased to discuss the matter with 
you further. 

Very truly yours, 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/mbf 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIVIL.SAN1TARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS,PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



C ON S ULTIN G ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
March 20, 1968 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Re: Chaff in Dam and Dike 
Gentlemen: Hampden, Mass* 

Enclosed for your file and record purposes please find a copy of a commu- 
nication sent to Mr. Maurice Chaffin of East Longmeadow, Mass* rela- 
tive to property of his mother in Hampden. The contents of the letter are 
self-explanatory. 

An inspection tour of certain areas of the Scantic River Valley in Hampden 
following the heavy rainfall of Sunday, March 17th and Monday, March 18th 
revealed the fact that the Chaffin Dike paralleling Mill Road was overtopped 
during the peak of the flood flow runoff. As you may recall, in 1967 the 
dike was breached and a portion of Mill Road flooded though no damage of 
any consequence occurred. 

Mr. Maurice Chaffin is handling the matter for his mother and I previously 
requested him to give consideration to plugging the diversion ditch leading 
from Scantic River so that flood flows would not be directed into the pond 
behind the dike. Nothing has been done in connection with this suggestion 
and it is my opinion that Mr, Chaffin or his mother, owner of the property, 
must face up to the fact that the facilities must either be abandoned in a 
safe manner or be improved and properly maintained if possible flooding of 
Mill Road is to be prevented in time of flood conditions in the Scantic River. 

Very truly yours, 




George H. McDonnell ^ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/amd 

Encl. 



Mr. George H. McDonnell 
c/d Tighe and Bond 
Bowers and Pequot Streets 
Holyoke , Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. McDonnell - 



April 17, 1968 



! Before any more time has slipped by, I feci I should acknowledge 
your letter of March 19th relative to the Dam, Dike and Canal on my mother's 

property in Hampden. 

| 
i 
i 

lou may remember from our discussions last year that Mrs. Chaff in 
goes out to Ohio to visit her daughter every Fall and does not return here 
until the month of May. She has not yet returned. 

/ 
As soon as she does come back, I am to 1 discuss this matter and 

come to a decision as to what to do. I took a look at the road damage this 
Spring and, although it was slight, I believe you realize that many people 
had "flood" damage for the first time this year due to the unusual circum- 
stances where snow was melting, a heavy rain was falling and the ground was 
thawing - all at the same time. 

I shall be in touch with you shortly after my Mother returns. 



123 Pleasant St. 

East Longmesdow, Mass. 



Sincerely, 

Mstarice M. Chaff in 



X( Xc;'^*'i/4 




April 22, 1968 



Mr. Maurice M. Chaffln 

123 Pleasant Street 

Baot Long meadow, Maeoachueetts 

Dear Sir s 

Thank you for your letter of April 17. 1968. I will be pleaoed to review 
the problems at the Dam, Dike and Canal owned by your mother, In the 
field at your convenience, after Mrs. Chaffin returns from Ohio If such 
a conference is desirable on your part. 

I realise that many people had high water problems this past opring 
because of heavy precipitation and unusual run-off circumstances. 
However, in the caJe of the Dam, Dike and Canal, the facilities should 
be maintained and provisions made to control the amount of diversion 
from the river. An alternative would be to block the diversion canal 
in its upper end and prevent any river diversion. 



Please let me know 



what action will be taken following a review of this 



matter with your mother 



Very truly yours, 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 



GEORGE H.MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIVIL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS.PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



C ON SULTIN G ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
July 2, 1968 



The Honorable the Board of County* Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Re: Chaff in Dam, Dike & Canal 
Gentlemen: Hampden 

Enclosed for your files, please find a copy Of a communication sent to 
Maurice M. Chaff in at his home in East Longmeadow, Mass. relative to 
property of his mother in Hampden. The contents of jthe letter are self- 
explanatory. I will keep your Board informed of any progress made in 
connection with control of this diversion of river water into the canal and 
behind the dam and dike of Mrs. Chaff in. 

Very truly yours, 




J. LjJhLr*// 



McDonnell 
ydraulic Engineer 



X 



GHM/amd 
End- 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 
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BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
July 2, 1968 



Mr. Maurice M. Chaff in 

123 Pleasant Street 

East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 



Dear 



Mr. Chaff in: 



On April 17th of this year, you wrote to me relative to the matter of the 
dam, dike and canal on your mother 1 s property in Hampden. At that time, 
Mrs. Chaffin was in Ohio. She was to return in May and after you discussed 
the matter with her, you planned to get in touch with me. 

To date I have heard nothing from you, and in order that I may report to the 
County Commissioner is on action you intend to take, will you kindly call or 
write me at your earliest convenience. 

If you are of the opinion that a conference in the field at the site of the dam, 
dike and canal in Hampden would be advisable, I would be pleased to meet 
with you there. 

Very truly yours, 



George/&. McDonnell * 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 

cc - Board of County Commissioners 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIVIL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS,PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
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BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 i 



CD Hampden 
April 22, 1968 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Re: Chaff in Dam and Dike 
Gentlemen: Hampden 

In regard to the above subject dam and dike, I am sending to you for 
your files and records, a photocopy of a communication sent to me 
by Mr a Maurice Chaff in and a copy of my letter to Mr. Chaffin. The 
contents are self- explanatory. 

Very truly yours, 



dfeorge^L McDonnell ^ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



ghm/amd 
End. (2) 
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BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3391 



CD Hampden 
March 17, 1969 



Mr. Maurice M. Chaffln 

123 Pleasant Street 

East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 



D 



ear Sir: 



Reference is made to the dam,, dike and diversion facilities on property 
of your mother in Hampden, and the fact that there now exists a heavy 
snow cover throughout Western Massachusetts. The water content of 
tins snow cover, coupled with a warm spring rain could result in ex- 
tremely heavy runoff conditions. Consequently, the Commissioners of 
Hampden County have directed that I advise you to be sure that the spill- 
way facilities at your dam are clear of any obstruction and that you take 
all precautions necessary to protect your darn as well as persons and 
property downstream. 

Special precautions should be taken to prevent excess stream flow from 
being diverted into the pond behind the dike located adjacent to the road 
extending from Hampden into East Longmeadow, In the past, we have 
advised that the ditch from the river be blocked to prevent major flows 
from entering the pond and overflowing onto the roadway. 

It is advisable that you also lower the water level of the stored water 
through use of drawdown gates, and that this lowering be done at this 
time under controlled conditions so as not to drop the water level at 
too fast a rate wherein the embankment of the dam might be damaged 
or the rate of discharge could cause temporary flooding downstream. 
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If you have any question in connection with this matter, the under- 
signed can be reached at the above address and telephone number, 

Very truly yours, 



GHM/amd 



^c^fCyf • A c ^ ^Wc.l/ 



George £i. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



A. 
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ajjjainttittt 

Stephen A .' Moynahan 



October 22, 19^9 . y- } 




Mr. Maurice Chaff in 
123 Pleasant Street 
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, 
et seq. of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative 
to the inspection, condition and safety of the dams of Hampden j 
County, you are hereby advised that the dam, dike and the canal 
system owned by your mother and located in Hampden adjacent to 
Mill Road have been inspected recently by our County Hydraulic I 
Engineer and your attention is called to the following conditions 
noted and recommendations made by him. 
Dike 

"This dike was noted to be inactive in that hardly 
any water was behind the dike. The canal leading | 
from Scantic River to the storage pond behind the 
dike and the canal leading out of the storage pond 
to the main dam and pond were both dry. It appears 
as if the canal and dike have been inactive all year. 

The dike is in poor condition in that surface erosion 
has caused gullying and damage to the embankment. Also, 
large trees growing from the embankment could endanger 
the structure if it is reactivated. " 



Dam 

"For- all practical purposes there was no water ponded 
by the dam. A very small pond probably representing 
less than five per cent of the pond capacity was ob- 
served in the basin behind the dam. Since the major 
source of water for the pond at the main dam is the 
canal facility, and since this canal is and apparently 
has been dry for sometime, it is natural that the pond 
at the main dam would be nearly dry. The main dam has 
had little or no attention of maintenance. It is over- 
grown with brush. ft 
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Canal 

™?£? H ndersignsd walke <3 the length of the canal from 
Mill Road to the point of its connection with Scantic 
River to determine the reason why river water no longer 
flowed thru the canal. It was observed that the bottom 
of the canal, in the vicinity of the Scantic River,- is 
at a higher elevation than the water level in the Scantic 
River. Consequently, all of the water of the river by- 
passes the canal and continues downstream in the valley 
of the river. - ■ * 

In time of flood flow conditions in Scantic River' it is 
possible that the water surface could rise to an elevation 
whereby the canal would again be charged with water and 
flood waters could flow the entire length of the inlet 
canal to the pond behind the dike and then follow the 
outlet canal to the pond at the main dam. Should this 
happen, the dike and dam could again pond water to full 
elevation and thus the dam and dike must be maintained 
so as to properly function in such an emergency. 

However, if the owner blocked the canal on the northerly 
side of Mill Road by dumping a few loads of impacted gravel 
or semi-impervious soil into the canal, and filled the 
canal to the elevation of natural ground on each side of 
the canal, any flood flow filling the canal would not be 
able to flow under and across Mill Road to reactivate the 
dike and the main dam. This method of blocking the canal 
| would be quite inexpensive and easy to do. It would 
prevent the possibility of damage caused by breach of 
the dike or the main dam should river flood flow conditions 
occur. Also, if the owner ever wished to repair and to 
reactivate the canal, dike and dam system, it would simply 
be necessary to dig out the soil plug in the canal norther- 
ly of Mill Road. ; ■ 

In the opinion of the undersigned the dam and dike will 
not be safe until the canal is adequately plugged." 

As recommended by the County Hydraulic Engineer, to be certain 
that flood water entering the canal, will be prevented from 
reaching the dike and dam, the feeder or supply canal extending 
irom the Scantic River to the culvert under iMill Road should be 
plugged. It is not necessary to plug the length of the canal, 
simply Place a dike of compacted earth across the canal for the 
full depth of the canal. The dike should probably be 5 to 6 ft J 
wide on the top and have sloping sides of about 2 to 1. The 

compacted earth plug should be placed in the dike before freezing 
weather. ° 
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Any further information concerning this matter which you may 
desire will be furnished by this office upon request. 



Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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UJI(mnnMt 
Stephen A. Moynahan 



December 31, 1969 



Mrs. Gertrude Chaffin 

150 Mill Road 

Hampden, Massachusetts 

Dear Mrs. Chaffin: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq. 
of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, 
condition and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby 
advised that the dam, dike and the canal system owned by you and lo- 
cated in Hampden adjacent to Mill Road, have been mspec ted ,"^ 
by our County Hydraulic Engineer and your attention xs called to the 
following conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 

"The owner has taken no steps whatsoever to adequately plug the 
canal leading from Scantic River to the area of the dike .and ^dam 
adjacent to Mill Road. In your communication, Mr. Chaffin was 
advised that in order to be certain that flood water entering the 
canal will be prevented from reaching the dike and dam, the 
feeder or supply canal extending from the Scantic River to the 

culvert under Mill Road should be plugged. You further advised 
Mr Chaffin that it was not necessary to plug the length of the 

canal but to j simply place a dike of compacted earth across the 

canal for the full depth. of the canal. Mr, .Chaffin was advised to 

place the dike before freezing weather. 

In view of the fact that Mr. Chaffin has not followed the recom- 
mendations contained in your letter of October 29, 1969 • ** 
undersigned suggests that he be sent a registered let er _direc ng 
that the plug of earth be placed in the canal adjacent to the Mill 
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Road crossing of the canal at the entrance to the pond behind the 
dike and that the plug be placed no later than March 15, 1970. 

A copy of the letter should also be sent to Mrs. Gertrude B. 
Chaff in of 150 Mill Road, Hampden, Mass. n [ 



At the request of your son, Mr. Maurice Chaffin of East Longmeadow, 
we have written to him in the past on this matter. We are again writing 
to him and include in our letter, a copy of the report from the County 
Hydraulic Engineer. 



Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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Stephen A. Moynahan 



December 31, 1969 



Mrl Maurice Chaffin 
123 Pleasant Street ; 
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq. 
of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, 
condition and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby 
advised that the dam, dike and the canal system owned by your mother 
and located in Hampden adjacent to Mill Road, have been inspected recent- 
ly by our County Hydraulic Engineer and your attention is called to the 
following conditions noted and recommendations made iby him. 



"The owner has taken no steps whatsoever to adequately plug the 
canal leading from Scantic River to the area of the dike and dam 
adjacent to Mill Road. In your communication, Mr. Chaffin was 
advised that in order to be certain that flood water entering the 
canal will be prevented from reaching the dike and dam, the 
feeder or supply canal extending from the Scantic River to the 
culvert under Mill Road should be plugged. You further advised 
Mr. Chaffin that it was not necessary to plug the length of the 
canal but to simply place a dike of compacted earth across the 
canal for the full depth of the canal. Mr. Chaffin was advised to 
place the dike before freezing weather. 

In view of the fact that Mr. Chaffin has not followed the recom- 
mendations contained in your letter of October 29, 1969, the 
undersigned suggests that he be sent a registered letter directing 
that the plug of earth be placed in the canal adjacent to the Mill 
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Road crossing of the canal at the entrance to the pond behind the 
dike and that the plug be placed no later than March 15, 1970. 

A copy of the letter should also be sent to Mrs. Gertrude B. 
Chaffin of 150 Mill Road, Hampden, Mass." 

The County Commissioners concur in the recommendation of the County 
Hydraulic Engineer. Our records show that you have been advised of the 
need for corrective work in connection with the dam, dike and canal. In 
spite of the .many communications sent to you and your mother regarding 
this matter, nothing has been done to date to adequately protect the Mill 
Road area from flooding should the dike break when river water might be 
flowing in the canal. 

If there is another means by which you feel proper protection can be 
afforded to the Mill Road area, we would be pleased to receive your 
suggestion. In any event, action must be taken to prevent ponded water 
from behind the dike paralleling Mill Road from washing onto Mill Road. 
Plugging of the canal will reduce the quantity of water which can flow into 
the pond behind the dike. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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Stephen A. Moynahan 



December 31, 1969 



Mr. Maurice Chaffin 

123 Pleasant Street 

East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq. 
of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, 
condition and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby 
advised that the dam, dike and the canal system owned by your mother 
and located in Hampden adjacent to Mill Road,have been inspected recent- 
ly by our County Hydraulic Engineer and your attention is called to the 
following conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 



"The owner has taken no steps whatsoever to adequately plug the 
canal leading from Scantic River to the area of the dike and dam 
adjacent to Mill Road. In your communication, Mr. Chaffin was 
advised that in order to be certain that flood water entering the 
canal will be prevented from reaching the dike and dam, the 
feeder or supply canal extending from the Scantic River to the 
culvert under Mill Road should be plugged. You further advised 
Mr. Chaffin that it was not necessary to plug the length of the 
canal but to simply place a dike of compacted earth across the 
canal for the full depth of the canal. Mr. Chaffin was advised t .9 , 
place the dike before freezing weather. •• •/ 

In view of the fact that Mr. Chaffin has not followed the recom- 
mendations contained in your letter of October 29, 1969, the 
undersigned suggests that he be sent a registered letter directing 
that the plug of earth be placed in the canal adjacent to the Mill 
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Road crossing of the canal at the entrance to the pond behind the 
dike and that the plug be placed no later than March 15, 1970. 

A copy of the letter should also be sent to Mrs. Gertrude B. 
Chaffin of 150 Mill Road, Hampden, Mass." 



The County Commissioners concur in the recommendation of the County 
Hydraulic Engineer. Our records show that you have been advised of the 
need for corrective work in connection with the dam, dike and canal. In 
spite of the many communications sent to you and your mother regarding 
this matter, nothing has been done to date to adequately protect the Mill 
Road area from flooding should the dike break when river water might be 
flowing in the canal. 

If there is another means by which you feel proper protection can be 
afforded to the Mill Road area, we would be pleased to receive your 
suggestion. In any event, action must be taken to prevent ponded water 
from behind the dike paralleling Mill Road from washing onto Mill Road. 
Plugging of the canal will reduce the quantity of water which can flow into 
the pond behind the dike. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



William F. Stapleton,Chmn. March U, 1970 
Hampden County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Mass, 

Dear Mr* Stapleton - 



This will acknowledge your most recent letter 
which is one of several sent my mother relative to 
the property which she owns in Hampden, Mass . I be- 
lieve you understand that this problem will have to 
be resolved through me as my mother is quite elderly 
and simply cannot comprehend what the problem is or 
why she should have to go to any expense to correct it. 

I appreciate the detailed letters sent me to ex- 
plain the situation involving ; vthe "flood water" from 
the Scantic River flowing into the two ponds with the 
possibility of damage to Mill Road* However, I am not 
an engineer and I am afraid that I do not entirely un- 
derstand the degree of my mother's responsibility to 
correct a situation that is no fault of hers. 

I would suggest a meeting at the site in Hamp- 
den when we can inspect the dike paralleling Mill Rd. 
and the canal leading from the big pond. I believe my 
mother's major concern is that the small pond near her 
home shall remain filled. No doubt a meeting with Mr. 
George McDonnell, the County Hydraulic Engineer will 
enable Mm to explain to me just what is proposed. 

I appreciate that this work should be done in 
the next week or two - now that the ground is thawed 
to some extent and before the Spring rains come our 
way. Will you kindly have Mr. McDonnell get in touch 
with me/ He can telephone me most any evening at din- 
ner time or in the morning between 8;00 - 9:00 A.M. 

Sincerely, 
123 Pleasant St. E. Long. .^^^ c 
Tel. $2$ - 21kl J?Zfi*MJt**t, 

MaSrice M, ChaJCfin 
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March 6, 1970 



Chairman 



Mr. George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 
Tighe &. Bond 
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040 

Dear Mr. McDonnell: 

Enclosed find copy of a letter received ' 
from Maurice M. Chaff in, relative to a dam 
located on property owned by his mother in 
Hampden, Mass. This letter is self-explanatory. 

Very truly yours, 

HAMPDEN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



By- 



County Counsel, 



W JF s F 
Enc. 



GEORGE H. M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 




mBONB 



CIVIL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 
TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 : 



CD Hampden 
March 19, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

! Gentlemen: 

On Wednesday afternoon, March 18th, the undersigned met with Mr. 
Maurice Chaffin at the site of his mother's property in Hampden to re- 
view in the field the recommendations made regarding protective work 
to be done in the diversion danal leading from Scantic River. 

Mr. Chaffin has agreed to have the dike plug installed in the canal and 
will proceed with this construction immediately. 

Mr. Chaffin has agreed to have the contractor who will provide and place 
the small gravel dike contact the undersigned in order that I may give the 
contractor the instructions necessary for the proper placing, shaping and 
compacting the dike fill. 

The undersigned was able to show Mr. Chaffin the actual flow of diverted ! 
river water from the Scantic River into the pond formed by the dike and 
the dam since water level in the Scantic River is now high enough to cause 
automatic diversion thru the canal system. 

I have made a note in the file and on my calendar, to check with Mr. Chaffin 
early in April if I do not hear from his contractor. 



Very truly yours, 

Georg^H. McDonnell X^ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/amd 



s&^^C M JUS /; / 



CD Hampden 
June 5, 1970 



Edward N. Christianson, Inc. 

Pio. Box 454 

East Longmeadow, Mass. 

Attn: Arthur A. Christianson, President 

Re: Canal on Chaff in Property 

Gentlemen: Hampden 

This will confirm our discussion in a telephone conference on Thursday 
evening, June 4th, regarding work which your company will do in plugging 
the canal from the Scantic River on the property of Chaffin in Hampden. 

It is my understanding that Mr. Maurice Chaffin has reviewed the neces- 
sary earth dike to be installed in the canal and that you will undertake this 
work shortly. 

Will you kindly notify me when the work will be done, if you have it 
scheduled in your operating program. If the work has been accomplished 
by the time you receive this communication, please call my office and let 
me know so that I may make an inspection of the completed work. 

The plug of earth should be compacted to prevent Scantic River water from 
entering the pond located south of Mill Road. Thus, the plug of earth in the 
canal should be placed northerly of Mill Road and should be of sufficient 
height and compacted enough to prevent diverted Scantic River water from 
flowing under and across to the south side of Mill Road. 

A small pipe through the dike is acceptable to provide for the transfer of 
limited quantities of water through the earth plug. 



If you have any question, please call or write the undersigned. 

Very truly yours, 
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George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 

cc - County Commissioners 



GEORGS H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIVIL.SANITARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS,PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



O ON S ULTIN G ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
March 13, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: Re: Chaff in Dam and Dike 

Attached is a copy of my communication to Mr. Maurice Chaffin con- 
firming my telephone conversation with him and the setting of a day 
and time for an inspection of the dam, dike and canal owned by his 
mother. This is all in relation to the letter from Mr. Chaffin to your 
Board dated March 4, 1970 and your communication to me of March 6, 
1970. 

Very truly yours, 




deorge^L McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 
Encl. 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 



tigi 
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CIVIL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



C ON S ULTIN G ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
March 13, 1970 



Mr. Maurice M. Chaffin 

123 Pleasant Street 

East Longmeadow, Mass. 

f . ■ •■ ■' 

Dear Mr. Chaffin: 

This will confirm my telephone conversation with you regarding a meeting 
at Hampden for the purpose of inspecting property of your mother along 
Mill Road related to the pond, dam and canal. 

I will be at the site on Wednesday, March 18th at 2:00 p.m. If for some 
reason this appointed day and time becomes inconvenient for you, please 
let me know and I will arrange for a rescheduling of our inspection. 

Unless I hear differently from you, I will meet you at 2:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 18th. 

Very truly yours ; 



GHM/amd 

cc - County Commissioners 
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-George/H. McDonnell ,{ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
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C1VIL.SANITARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS,PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
March 19, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

On Wednesday afternoon, March 18th, the undersigned met with Mr. 
Maurice Chaffin at the site of his mother's property in Hampden to re- 
view in the field the recommendations made regarding protective work 
to be done in the diversion danal leading from Scantic River. 

Mr. Chaffin has agreed to have the dike plug installed in the canal and 
will proceed with this construction immediately. 

Mr. Chaffin has agreed to have the contractor who will provide and place 
the small gravel dike contact the undersigned in order that I may give the 
contractor the instructions necessary for the proper placing, shaping and 
compacting the dike fill. 

The undersigned was able to show Mr. Chaffin the actual flow of diverted 
river water from the Scantic River into the pond formed by the dike and 
the dam since water level in the Scantic River is now high enough to cause 
automatic diversion thru the canal system. 

I have made a note in the file and on my calendar, to check with Mr. Chaffin 
early in April if I do not hear from his contractor. 

Very truly yours, 




Ak JuyTrx^tMf 



GHM/amd 



Georg^/H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



K. 



GEORGE H. M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 
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CIVIL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



C ON S ULTIN G ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
March 19, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

| - 

Gentlemen: 

On Wednesday afternoon, March 18th, the undersigned met with Mr. 
Maurice Chaffin at the site of his mother's property in Hampden to re- 
view in the field the recommendations made regarding protective work 
to be done in the diversion danal leading from Scantic River. 

Mr. Chaffin has agreed to have the dike plug installed in the canal and 
will proceed with this construction immediately. 

Mr. Chaffin has agreed to have the contractor who will provide and place 
the small gravel dike contact the undersigned in order that I may give the 
contractor the instructions necessary for the proper placing, shaping and 
compacting the dike fill. 

The undersigned was able to show Mr. Chaffin the actual flow of diverted 
river water from the Scantic River into the pond formed by the dike and 
the dam since water level in the Scantic River is now high enough to cause 
automatic diversion thru the canal system. 

I have made a note in the file and on my calendar, to check with Mr. Chaffin 
early in April if I do not hear from his contractor. 

Very truly yours,; 




IC 
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'.••'■ Georgq/H. McDonnell X^ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/amd 



GEORGE H. M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIVIL.SAN1TARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS.PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 : 



CD Hampden 
June 5, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: Re: Chaff in Dike & Dam, Hampden 

Reference is made to my letter of March 19, 1970 on the above subject 
dike and dam. As yet, the recommended plug has not been installed in 
the canal from Scantic River. However, the contractor hired to do the 
work by Mr. Chaffin was contacted by the undersigned on Thursday, 
June 4th, and a copy of the letter relative to my telephone conference is 
attached for your file purposes. The contents are self-explanatory. 

Very truly yours, 




George/h. McDonnell /^ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/amd 

Encl. 



GEORGE H. M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



C1VIL.SANITARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



C ON SULTIN G ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
June 23, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: Re: Chaff in Dike k Dam, Hampden 

Attached hereto, please find a copy of a letter sent to the contractor hired 
by Mr. Chaff in to plug the dike at Hampden. The contents of the letter are 
self-explanatory. 

I am not particularly concerned as to the safety of the dam during the 
summer months, but I do feel that the canal should be plugged prior to the 
coming of the fall hurricane rain season. Thus, I am pressing the contrac- 
tor to complete his work. 

Very truly yours, 




& 



d£. MUlj /j7\u#-iJL 



GeorgevH. McDonnell i 

County Hydraulic; Engineer ^ 



GHM/amd 
Encl. 



GEORGE H. M c DONNELL 

philip w sheridan 
Edward j. bayon 
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CIVIL.SANITARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS.PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
June 23, 1970 



Edward N. Christian son, Inc. 

P. O. Box 454 

East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 

Attn: Arthur A. Christianson, President 

Gentlemen: 



Re: Chaffin Canal, Hampden 



Reference is made to my letter to you of June 5, 1970 on the above subject 
canal on property of Chaffin in Hampden, 

In the third paragraph of my letter, I requested that you notify me when 
the work of plugging the canal will be done, and also pointed out that if the 
work had been accomplished by the time you received my letter of June 
5th, you should call my office and let me know so that I could schedule an 
inspection of the completed work. 

Since I have not heard from you, and since two weeks have passed, I made 
an inspection of the site and noted that nothing has been done^nor is there 
any evidence adjacent to the public roadway that equipment has come to the 
river end of the canal to place the dike plug. 



he County Commissioners have directed the owner of the property to 
install the plug in the canal and, the work was to have been completed no 
later than March 15, 1970. The work is now three months overdue. It 
should be delayed no longer. 



In the opinion of the undersigned, the work could be accomplished by very 
few men in about an hour once the required .gravel and the corrugated pipe 
are at the site. 
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CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



Since our records indicate that you acknowledge having been hired for the 
work, I am writing to you requesting that the work be expedited. Unless 
I hear to the contrary, I will assume that the work will be complete, in 
place and the canal plugged by Monday, July 6th. 

Very truly yours, 




^treorg'^ H. McDonnell X 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 
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C1VIL,SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS,PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
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C ON SULTIN G ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
July 15, 1970 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 



Gentlemen: 



Re: Chaff in Dike, Dam & Canal 
Hampden 



During the past two years, the undersigned has been in contact with 
Mr. Maurice M. Chaffin, son of Gertrude B. Chaffin, regarding the 
previous failure of the dike at the pond just off of Mill Road in Hampden. 

On June 14, 1967, a letter was directed to Mrs. Chaffin regarding the 
dike failure and in the fourth paragraph of the letter, the following was 
stated: 

"On the assumption that you are the owner of all of the related 
facilities and water rights, it is suggested that you give considera- 
tion to a thorough improvement and maintenance program regard- 
ing the ditch, the dike, the canal, the dam and spillway, or plan 
on a suitable method of preventing high rates of flow of Scantic 
River water into the diversion facilities. n 

Mr. Maurice Chaffin answered the letter in a communication to your 
Board dated October 5, 1967. From that time on, I have dealt with 
Mr. Maurice Chaffin, have directed various communications to him , 
and earlier this year, he agreed to take the necessary steps to prevent 
high rates of flow of Scantic River water into the diversion facilities. 

I am attaching hereto, a strip photocopy of a plan showing the area of 
Mill Road where the hydraulic facilities are located. 



TIGHE 

& BOND CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



The dike which prevents the pond from flowing out onto Mill Road is 
shown in blue. The canal feeding the pond behind the dike is shown 
at the lower left and; extends from Scantic River under and across 
Mill Road to the pond. 

The outlet canal which extends parallel to Mill Road and to the 
smaller pond at the right of the drawing crosses under Mill Road 
and conveys the diverted water to the Chaffin Pond from where it 
overflows back to Scantic River. 

Rather than clean the outlet canal from the main pond to the smaller 
pond and, rather than strengthen and improve the dike, Mr. Chaffin 
agreed to block the canal from Scantic River with a plug of earth as 
shown in green on the attached drawing. 

Immediately upon placement of the plug of earth, complaints were 
registered with the Selectmen of Hampden by some property owners 
along Scantic River and by Mr. Labodycz. Mr. Labodycz claimed 
ownership of the land where the canal is located and objected strongly 
to the placing of a plug of earth in a canal on his property. 

I was advised that the Labodycz land had been surveyed and a plan of 
the Labodycz property had been made two years ago. I contacted the 
civil engineer who did the work, and from his drawing of the Labodycz 
property, the enclosed photo strip was prepared. 

There is no question but what the owner of the canal feeding the pond, 
the pond dike and the canal from the pond to the second crossing under 
Mill Road is Labodycz. In fact, land actually owned by Chaffin is at 
the small pond and is shown in red at the right of the drawing. 

I am writing to Mr. Chaffin to determine whether or not he has a copy 
of |the rights that his mother acquired when the old mill property and 
hydraulic facilities were purchased. It is possible that though Mrs. 
Chaffin does not actually own most of the canal system, the large pond 
and the dike, she does have water rights and does control the manner 
in which the canal is operated. 

The information contained herein is sent to your Board so that you will 
have first-hand information regarding the matter in case questions may 
be raised on the placing of the earth plug. 



TIGHE 

&BOND CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

Very truly yours, 

tieorge/PL McDonnell X. 

County^ydraulic Engineer 

GHM/amd 
Encl. 
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Rockwell Dam 



i$£6 Hampden 

Located on Scan tic Brook. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Hampden 



Rockwell Dam 



Name 



Name 



Rockwell h Charles K 
Rockwell h Vera W 



Water 



Scantic Brook: 
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March 10, 1926 



Mrs* 0, 3U Rockwell, 
Hampden, Mass, 

Dear Madame: 

ak n + m o l n a ^° rdan °e with- the provisions of Section 
tLZt -IH^JfS 0f th8 s «aeral laws as amended by 
Chapter 234 of the Acts of 19£3 and as farther amended 
by Chapter 178 of the Acts of 1924 relative to SatoE 
n£™+* 021 * condition ana safety of the dams of Hampden 
2«rJf* ?° U ?** notified -«hat your dam, leoated on 
K fi L°!iT Qanea in the a ' ovm of Hampden, has 
SJ n H Sf a . b ?, 0U J «ngiae«r and your attention le 
oaxiea to the following recommendations made by him; 

"At or through the bulkhead, at the 
west end of. the structure, there is some 
leakage and this, it is recommended, should 
do repaired," 

«* a „** nv H °r* t 5^ ef0r ^» to accordance with Section 46 
of said Chapter 25S, it is ordered that the above- recom- 
mendations be compiled with in a reasonable tlm». 

Yours very truly, 

COUHTY CQUHISSIOHBBS 

By_ 



Chairman 



November 17 9 1926 



fjErs* G»-£« Eoctosell, 
Hampden, Mass* 

Dear Madam t 

Inasmuch aa your dam was inspected qfuite 
recently by our Engineer who found that no repairs 
bad besn mad© thareon, your attention is called to 
the notice seat to you on Mar oh 10, 19E6 of \<shioh a 
copy is herewith enclosed . 

In ease you would lite further information 

regarding the r a pair 3 required than that contained 
in notice, should you Goiaraunioate or oaLl upon our 
Engineer* Jemes L* Sigh© of the firm of Tigho & Bond, 
189 High 3t«* Holyoke, Mass., he will he glad to ad- 
vise you* 

Tours vqt& truly, 

GOtnraY G01IHISBI01IER3 

By 



"Ghdixmrni 



G/I 

EiiOo 



October ^ 9 195& 



Es?s« C» K* Hockwel 

Scantie Road 

Hampden^ Massachusetts 

Bear Madams 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253* 
Section ^5, et seq* of the General taws f Tercentenary 
Edition* relative to the inspection^ condition and safety 
of the dams of Hampden County, yon are hereby advised that 
your dam located 2ii Hampden has keen recently inspected by 
our Engineer and your attention is called to the folloia&ng 
conditions noted and reieoiainandations made by Mms 

n There is leakage through and under the drawoff 
gate structure* along the outside of the draw* 
off pipe^ and through the rocks at the base of 
the dam on the northerly end* These leaks should 
be Investigated and repaired * n 

Any further information concerning this matter which 
you may desire will be furnished "by this office Upon request* 

tours very truly 8 

COUimt CGMMISSIOHBBS 



By 

Chairman 
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tfRS,- CHARLES^ ROCKWELL 
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Nov. 12, 1958 



Mr. V. Rockwell 
Rockadundee Road 
Hampden, Mass, 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq. of 
the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, con- 
dition, and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby advised 
that your dam located on Scantic River on your property in Hampden has 
been recently inspected by our Engineer and your attention is called to the 
following conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 

"This dam was found to be in good condition. There is some 
leakage thru the base of the right abutment wall. However, 
no fines are noted in the leakage and the ground at the abut- 
ment wall seems solid and is not spongy. This leakage is not 
dangerous and will be checked in the future for any change. 

A tall oak tree growing from the left abutment should be cut 
down and the root system killed before the tree and its roots 
do damage to the stone masonry wall. Jf 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may desire will 
be furnished by this office upon request. 

Very truly yours , 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 





CSTxitttmxmtrr^aUh' xrf M&&&wchv&elte 



HJStll 




§&#rm$$i&lb, Jttstffis. 



©me* rf % 

g2 £!*&? £J mf 



Qffjrntrmmt 

Stephen A. Moynahan 



October 22, 1969 

Mrs. Gera W. Rockwell 
Rocky Dundy Road 
Hampden, Massachusetts 

Dear Mrs. Rockwell: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, 
et seq. of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative 
to the inspection, condition and safety of the dams of Hampden 
County, you are hereby advised that your dam located on 
Scantic River in Monson has been inspected recently by our 
Engineer and your attention is called to the following 
conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 

"This stone masonry dam was noted to be in 
satisfactory condition. The small flashboard 
and the old screen and pipe railing were present 
on the crest. The screen is quite dilapidated. 
On the day of inspection water level was passing 
over the flashboard. 

There is a small leak at the base of the right 
abutment stone masonry directly in front of the 
dam. No soil is being washed out with the leak 
and no settlement was observed on the surface of 
the ground back of the abutment wall . 

There is some erosion of the right abutment masonry 
at the right end of the dam crest. This condition is 
not dangerous at present but it should be repaired 
before the erosion extends further into the masonry. 
The left abutment and gate structure are in fair 
condition. Surface erosion of the concrete is quite 
extensive but is not deep enough to be of any serious 
concern. 

The corner of the masonry in front of the gate 
structure on the right side is undercut and repairs 
should be made. 

Some seepage and leakage still occurs at the left 
abutment but it is not serious. The gate leaks a bit 
but not very much." 
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In the opinion of the undersigned, the dam is safe. 
It might be well to advise the owner of the minor 
masonry repairs that should be made to prevent fur- 
ther extension of the erosion and to prevent the 
necessity of more serious and expensive repairs at 
a later date. " 

The report of the County Hydraulic Engineer ;is sent to you so 
that you may be informed of recommended maintenance particularly 
relating to the masonry at the right abutment and at the draw- 
down gate structure. Though the repair work is not necessary 
for the safety of the dam, repairs made at an early date could 
prevent the need for more extensive and possibly expensive 
repairs in the future. - 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may 
desire will be furnished by this office upon request. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OP COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



DownsDam 




ri, ^.- i 
l^45 Hampden 

Located easterly of Wilbraham Road on the South Branch of the Mill Ei ver . 



City/Town 



Hampden 



Dam 



Downs Dam 



Name 



Streets 



Downs, Thomas F 
WLlbrahani Road 



Water 



Mill River 



October 3, 1945 



Mr. Thomas F« ©owns 
31 Hillside- Avenue 
Springfield, Kaaa. 

Bear Sir: • 



* 4.1 ft accordance with the provision® of Sbupter ESS 
section 45 et seq. of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition 
relative to the Inspection, condition and safety of* the daiss* 
of Haopden County t yom. are hereby advised that yomr lower 
dam located on a tributary of the South Branch of Mill Bi T er 
in the i.Qwn of Hampden has been inspected by oar eaaineer and 
yoar attention is ©ailed to the following conditions' notsd '" 
and recommendations i®&@ by hia; 

H ?bc overflow channel of this structure is 

not in good condition -and needs repairs." 

Any further infornatlon concerning this matter whieh 

you may desire will b® furnished by this office apon repeat. 

Yoare Y©ry truly, 
COUBT Y O0IIJS3IO1»IS 

By 

Chairman 



December 31* 29^2 



T«F» Bewns 

24 Wendover Boad 

Longmea&owj Mass., 

Dear Sin 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253* Section 45 et 
seq^of the General Laws t Tercentenary Edition* relative to the ins- 
pections condition and safety of the dams of Hampden County, yoa 
are hereby advised that your two dams in Hampden located easterly of 
wilbrafaam Road have been inspected by our Engineer, and your attention 
is called to trie following conditions noted and reconmendations mad* 
ay Iiimi 

"The wall of the upper das Is disintegrating and will probablv 
soon fall OYer. Since the pond behind the wall ig all silted 
a n € l? nly ? veap y smn quantity of water is stored, the collapsi 

ox the wall would not be dangerous to persons and xsroioarty 
downstream from a hydraulic point -of -view. However, it is 
felt tnat the owner should be made aware of the poor condition 

of his masonry wall daia, 8 * 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may 
desire will fee furnished by this office upon request. 

Very truly your% 
COWiTY COMMISSIONERS 
By 



Chairman 
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Dris coll Dam 



1^33 Hampden 

Located on tributary of .Scaiitic Brook. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Hampden 



Dri&ooll Dam 



Name 



Name 



Drisooll.CP 
Driscoll , Margaret 



Water 



Scantic Brook: 



April Z& t 1933 



Ere, Margaret Driseoll, 

p T» t) If ft P 

Ludlow, Kese. 

Be^r Medfim: 

In accordance with the provisions of Section. 
45 of Chapter 253 of the G-ener^l la^s as amended "by 
ChBvler 324 of the Acts of 19£S end ££ further tmended 
fcy Chapter 378 of the Acts of 1924 relative to the ir 
spection, condition *nd sefevy of the d*ms of Hampden 
Couiitv, von are riot if led that your drm, locrted on a 
tributary of Scrntic Eroolc in the fovm of Hampden, 
hi?s been' inspected bx our engineer end your attention 
is crlled to the following condition noted srid recom- 
mendation mede by him; 

n At the etfst end of . the dsm, s sm^ll 
Dortior. of the embankment has washed awfy. 
This w*ehout is not materiel, tut neverthe- 
less it should he repaired," 



r= — 



Of 

me 



Kow, therefore, in accordance with Section 46 
*■ eaift Chapter £53 f it is ordered thet the ahove recom~ 
sndstio*. be complied with in e reasonable length of time. 



£ny further information concerning this matter 
which you msy deeire will i)e furnished t>y this office upon 



request* 



Yours very truly, 
comii COS^ISSIOT^RS 



By. 



"CheirmeaT 



LabonteiDam 



MJ4& Hampden 
Located on Scan tic River. 



City/Town 



Hampden 



Dam 



Labonte Dam 



Name 



Elack h Walter 



Water 



Scantic River 



October >, 1945 



Mr. E* Labonta 
5 Willard Avenae 
Thorap sorry i 1 1 e , onn • 






s«»e*-ioT, S ?J oortan *»« *«h thfl provisions of Oh S T>W 2 m 



native to the KsSot o/lS^^ f^^^F Edition, 

o*r engine^ aM J^ Se^iSf?! "?« - S - *««*«"*••** by 
condition* r^+ifl n~* a^ea-ion is ©©Ilea, to- the fol lowing 
wjiliobb uotea and recoirasendations made by hi m . S 

"There is some leategea in this stom ma sow*. 
■;™*«re between its o«nter art w^st ^f a? 1 
points some 5 or 6 feet kl« its orent ShtJh 
n©e«i repairing." eta* wnieh 

Auy further information oonaarniiwr fhi-« ,«»*.* 
you may desire will be fBrniaX?A w ?J?i^i7 s "»**•' which 

oe mrniBfiea by this offioe upon r® W et. 

Yours very truly, 
COIWTT COMIIISSIOIEIS ■ 



Ea ** WW8 rnfllr ''*' l '" l " T it r n fr w wipn 



CD Hampden 

March 19, 1968 



Mr. Maurice Chaff in 

123 Pleasant Street 

East Longtneadow, Massachusetts 

Re; Cfaaffin Dam, Dike and Canal 
Dear Mr, Ch&ffin: Hampden, Mass, 

Reference i® made to my communication written to you on October 31, 
1967 relative to the above subject hydraulic facilities in Hampden, 
With my letter of October 31, 1967, I sent a drawing showing how 
water from Scantic River is diverted in a ditch und&r Mill Road to the 
pond situated southerly of Mill Road, Water introduced into the pond 
is then drained away through a canal which crosses under Mill Road 
and dischargee into the pond behind the main dam, 

In my previous communication X suggested that if there is no prac- 
tical value to continue the diversion of Scantic River water through 
your facilities, it might be advisable to fill in a portion of the ditch , 
preferably near the Scantic River so that river flow will not be di- 
verted onto your mother's property at the dike and pond location. 

I also pointed out that if it i& necessary that the hydraulics of the 
system remain ae they exi^t today and £te^ flow from Scantic River 
is to enter the ditch and be convey ad to the pond behind the dike, 
the entire facility should b^ properly maintained and be kept free of 
all debris . 

Following the rain storm of Sunday, March 17th and Monday, March 
18th, the undersigned made an inspection of the dike and pond located 
on your mother ! s property just south of Mill Road. It was noted that 
during the peak of the storm runoff, the water level in the dike had 
raised to a point where the westerly end of the dike had been over- 
topped and ponded water wag being discharged into the southerly 
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gutter along Mill Road- 

to my opinion^ a decision should be made in the very near future as 
to whether or not the ditch from Sc&ntic River is to be plugged or 
the entire facilities are to be improved so that th® dike will not be 
ovar- topped* 1 assume that you have given this matter consideration 
as a result of my communi cation of October 31, 1967. Will you please 
notify me or the County Commissioners directly of the course of action 
planned in connection with either the abandonment of the hydraulic 
facilities discussed herein or their improvement to a point whereby 
they can function safely during flood flow conditions. 



Very truly yours, 



George H, McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 



GEORGE H MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 



TIG. 




CIVIL.SANITARYAND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS. REPORTS. PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 




CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE:, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
March 20, 1968 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

On Thursday evening, March 14, 1968, the undersigned met with various 
officials of the Town of Hampden, at their request, regarding the old dam 
across Scantic River, formerly known as the LaBonte Dam, to provide 
information relative to County requirements in connection with any altera- 
tion to this old abandoned dam. 

The dam is located a short distance downstream from the center of 
Hampden. During the flood of 1955 the right abutment area of the struc- 
ture was breached and the flood flow resulted in a deep, as well as a wide 
opening, at the right end of the dam. Since that time no repairs have been 
made to the dam. 

It is my understanding that the dam is now owned by a Mr. Walter Black, 
I have not confirmed this ownership and, until some definite action is 
taken to result in a change at the dam, there would seem to be no reason 
to investigate present ownership. 

The Town of Hampden is at present reconstructing the public roadway 
adjacent to the dam site which leads into the center of Hampden from the 
west* The travelled way is being widened and shifted into a hill located 
northerly of the old roadway and it had been suggested by certain persons 
within Hampden that the surplus excavated material might be used to plug 
the breach in the dam. Then, if the dam could not be re-activated from 
a legal point of view, the center of the dam could be breached to prevent 
the formation of a pond. 



TWEE 
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Breaching the center of the dam would straighten the flow of the stream 
and return the water of Scantic River to its original river bed location 
at the site of the dam. 

Many thoughts were expressed by various townspeople and Board members 
relative to re-activating the dam, abandoning the dam entirely, use of 
highway excavation as embankment fill, development of a conservation and 
recreation area along the stream, etc* 

The undersigned advised those present at the meeting that no alteration 
to the dam as existing could be done until such time as a suitable plan 
and description of the proposed alteration is filed with your Honorable 
Board, reviewed and then approved* It was further pointed out that no 
filling of the flood- made breach at the right of the dam could be done 
until a pre- designed and County approved new breach is formed in the 
middle of the dam. A drawing and specifications for the new breach 
would be required in order to be certain that the breach would be wide 
enough to safely pass flood flows without ponding water. 

I also advised those present that if they were going to give consideration 
to re-activation of this dam, then in all probability, because of the con- 
dition of the remaining portion of the old dam, an entirely new dam would 
be required. Based upon the size of the drainage area involved and the 
potential future development on the drainage area, major spillway capa- 
city would undoubtedly be required and thus, a concrete masonry over- 
flow dam might be the only structure which could safely be built at the 
site of the old dam* Such a structure, with a proper foundation and 
abutments keyed into the natural ledge, would probably exceed $100, 000 
in cost, based on present day prices. 

The undersigned also advised those present that any filling or alteration 
done within the limits of the stream may be under the control of the 
Hatch Act and those responsible for any work within the stream should 
clear this matter with the Mass. Dept, of Natural Resources. 

Present at the meeting were representatives of the Board of Selectmen, 
the Planning Board, Finance Committee, Conservation Commission, as 
well as others and interested citzens. 

It was agreed at the conclusion of the meeting that no filling would take 
place within the stream and that nothing would be done to the dam until 
all suggestions and problems brought up at the conference are investi- 
gated, studied and opinions relative thereto are received from the Town 
Attorney. 
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The undersigned made a visit to the site on Tuesday morning, March 19th 
following the heavy rainfall of the previous two days to personally observe 
conditions at the dam in question. Highway work was proceeding but the 
Supt. of the Highway Dept. was not doing any filling in the stream bed 
adjacent to the dam and he agreed that no such filling would be done which 
would interfere with the free flow of water through the flood caused breach. 
The flow of Scantic River was relatively high and rapid. The water was 
safely passing around the old breached dam. 

All of the hereinabove information is provided your Honorable Board for 
file and record purposes in connection with the LaBonte Dam in Hampden. 



Very truly yours, 



George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 



t ( 

GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W. SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 



TIGHE 
iBONB 



CIVIL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TELJEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 

March 20, 1968 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

On Thursday evening, March 14, 1968, the undersigned met with various 
officials of the Town of Hampden, at their request, regarding the old dam 
across Scantic River, formerly known as the LaBonte Dam, to provide 
information relative to County requirements in connection with any altera- 
tion to this old abandoned dam. 

The dam is located a short distance downstream from the center of 
Hampden. During the flood of 1955 the right abutment area of the struc- 
ture was breached and the flood flow resulted in a deep, as well as a wide 
opening, at the right end of the dam* Since that time no repairs have been 
made to the dam. 

It is my understanding that the dam is now owned by a Mr. Walter Black, 
I have not confirmed this ownership and, until some definite action is 
taken to result in a change at the dam, there would seem to be no reason 
to investigate present ownership. 

The Town of Hampden is at present reconstructing the public roadway 
adjacent to the dam site which leads into the center of Hampden from the 
west. The travelled way is being widened and shifted into a hill located 
northerly of the old roadway and it had been suggested by certain persons 
within Hampden that the surplus excavated material might be used to plug 
the breach in the dam. Then, if the dam could not be re-activated from 
a legal point of view, the center of the dam could be breached to prevent 
the formation of a pond. 
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Breaching the center of the darn would straighten the flow of the stream 
and return the water of Scantic River to its original river bed location 
at the site of the dam. 

Many thoughts were expressed by various townspeople and Board members 
relative to re-activating the dam, abandoning the dam entirely, use of 
highway excavation as embankment fill, development of a conservation and 
recreation area along the stream., etc. 

The undersigned advised those present at the meeting that no alteration 
to the dam as existing could be done until such time as a suitable plan 
and description of the proposed alteration is filed with your Honorable 
Board, reviewed and then approved. It was further pointed out that no 
filling of the flood- made breach at the right of the dam could be done 
until a predesigned and County approved new breach is formed in the 
middle of the dam* A drawing and specifications for the new breach 
would be required in order to be certain that the breach would be wide 
enough to safely pass flood flows without ponding water. 

I also advised those present that if they were going to give consideration 
to re-activation of this dam, then in all probability, because of the con- 
dition of the remaining portion of the old dam, an entirely new dam would 
be required. Based upon the size of the drainage area involved and the 
potential future development on the drainage area, major spillway capa- 
city would undoubtedly be required and thus, a concrete masonry over- 
flow dam might be the only structure which could safely be built at the 
site of the old dam. Such a structure, with a proper foundation and 
abutments keyed into the natural ledge, would probably exceed $100, 000 
in cost, based on present day prices. 

The undersigned also advised those present that any filling or alteration 
done within the limits of the stream may be under the control of the 
Hatch Act and those responsible for any work within the stream should 
clear this matter with the Mass. Dept, of Natural Resources. 

Present at the meeting were representatives of the Board of Selectmen, 
the Planning Board, Finance Committee, Conservation Commission, as 
well as others and interested citzens. 

It was agreed at the conclusion of the meeting that no filling would take 
place within the stream and that nothing would be done to the dam until 
all suggestions and problems brought up at the conference are investi- 
gated, studied and opinions relative thereto are received from the Town 
Attorney- 
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The undersigned made a visit to the site on Tuesday morning, March 19th 
following the heavy rainfall of the previous two days to personally observe 
conditions at the dam in question. Highway work was proceeding but the 
Supt. of the Highway Dept. was not doing any filling in the stream bed 
adjacent to the dam and he agreed that no such filling would be done which 
would interfere with the free flow of water through the flood caused breach. 
The flow of Scantic River was relatively high and rapid* The water was 
safely passing around the old breached dam. 

All of the hereinabove information is provided your Honorable Board for 
file and record purposes in connection with the LaBonte Dam in Hampden. 



Very truly yours, 

/ ) \ ^ 

George j4. McDonnell ^~ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/amd 



GEORGE H, MCDONNELL 
PHSLIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
zBOND 



CIVI L, SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Hampden 
May 20, 1969 



The Honorable the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

The undersigned made an inspection of the old, breached and abandoned 
LaBonte Darn on Scantic River in Hampden at the request of the Secretary 
of the Conservation group in town. A telephone report was made to Mrs. 
Blizard to provide the group with an immediate opinion. I have confirmed 
my verbal discussion in a communication and include herewith, for your 
file, a copy of my letter relative to conditions at the dam in question. In 
County files it is known as the LaBonte Dam. 

The contents of my letter to Mrs. Blizard are self-explanatory. 

I also inspected the Gleason dam and found the structure to be in rela- 
tively good condition. The embankment fill at this dam has been greatly 
improved and the tube spillway was functioning satisfactorily* 

In the spring of 1968 following heavy March rainstorms, the embankment 
became soft and movement of embankment material was noted and reported. 

The owner of the darn had the condition corrected early in 1968 and the 
undersigned made inspections to determine that the repair was done in a 
satisfactory manner, 

In view of the wet spring weather of this present year, I inspected the dam 
on Friday, May 16th. The stone fill placed in the embankment and the 
widening of the embankment accomplished last year has resulted in the 
dam remaining stable and satisfactory. 
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There was no sign of any movement of materials, the toe area was dry 
and the embankment was well shaped on Friday, May 16th. 

Very truly yours, 



A, /J I ^ 



Georg^H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer ^ 



GHM/amd 
End. 



Stalker Pain 



1^33 Hampden 

Located on Scan tic Brook. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Hampden 



Stalker Dam 



Name 



Water 



Stalker, EE 
Scantic Brook 



faflWtfat** 1 - ^ 7>aJx ' 0^^6 // 



'^5S 



/") 




^^ 




J^^^'^ 





















I 



%C^ UUlM' // /— /; ;:. v 




Key 1Q, 19$g 



Krs. S. S. StelKer, 

Hampden, Esss, 

Desr Kedem: 

la accordance with the provisions of Section 
4.5 of Chspter £53 of the General lews as emended by 
Chapter 334 of the Acts of 19£3 snd as further amended 
by Chspter 178 of trie Acts of 1924 relative to the in- 
spection, condition and safety of the asms 'of iisupden 
County, yhu sre notified that your dam, located on 
Scentie Brook so celled, in the Town of He mod en, has 
been inspected by our engineer and your attention is 
called to the following condition noted end recommen- 
dation Bisde: by him; 

"A few stones which heve fallen from the 
fece of the dam et the south ena should be 
re -set," 

Any further information concerning this matter 
which, you may deeire will be furnished bv this office noon 
request. 

Yours very truly, 
GOTO? 7^ GOIWI 8 ^ Tf>.|7~ ! pjg 
By 



Chs iraan. 



Enslin Dam 



O Hampden 
Also see: Dam Eeport Section - Hampden. 



City/Town 



Hampden 



Dam 



Enslin Dam 



HAMPDEN 
D08010 



ENSLIN DAM 



NO IMAGE ON FILE FOR THIS RECORD 



(INFORMATION EXISTS ONLY ON A FILE CARD FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE FORMER HAMPDEN COUNTY ENGINEER.) 



Kiru bail Dam 



i$£6 Hampden 

Located on Scan tic Brook. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Hampden 



Kimball Dam 



Name 



Name 



Kimball, Earl H 
dioquot-Club 



Water 



Scantic Brook: 



rr 



{ /\ J<" V<- 



-i/M 



tAaJ ,r>: 



ifareh 10, 13S8 



Mr. i± a . Sari. £iraball, 
MB Angel Street , 
Providence, H. I. 

Dear Sly-; 

**> nf r^«,iL a or2' rd f tt !f w i th tll « provisions of Section 
X i h Sl! er . S ! 3 of th# &©n«ral Lews m amended 'by 
Cnspter 334 of tie lots of 1923 and as further tufted 
by Chapter 178 of the lets of 1924 relate to t£e 1? 
speetxon, condition and eafety of the dan» of H^m 
County, you are notified that your 4am t located cS 
Soantie Brook so-oalled m the Town of Hamtrtin lies 
bean inspected by ottr engineer and your at eS/oSfs 
«^iief A t-o und following recommendations made by hira: 

"The west ©nd abutment, betweer the 
west end of the spillway and canal, shows some 
leakage along its ied«e foundation! Eher* '^© 
some trees growing on the faoe of the masonrT" " 
oi ujis abutment, and it i-a recommended that" 
these os cat down and all leakage through t>-e 
structure repaired." " " ' ~ 



of «„*<> ^tfil3?J ?I 8 . 9 in aocord eno« with Section 46 
of oaia uhapter £53, it is ordered that the above reoora. 
menaatxons oe ooraplied with in a reasonable time. 

Yours very 'truly, 

HOHTlnw/ fTifnrTCiv'i TA'^no 



TJSairli'Si 



^■"H, 





CLICQUOT-CLU3 GINGER AuE CLICCJUOF-CLUB SARSAPARiLLA 

CLICQUOT-CLUB ROOT BFEH Cl. JCQ LOT- CLUB BIRCH BEER 

Mil us, Massachusetts 



March 12, 1926 



Count y Commissioners 
County of Hampden 
Springfield , Mass, 

Gentlemen * 

1 am in receipt of your letter of March 10, in 
regard to the dam on my property at Hampden, Mass,, and X 
will see that your recommendations are carried out as Boon 
as possible* 




1^2 Angell Street 
Providence, R. I* 



HEK:BLS 



ESTABLISHED (8 85 





TRADE MARKS REGISTERED 'J. S. PAT. OrF\ C'd 

CLICQUOT CLUB GOLOEN GANGER ALE CUCQUQT CLUB SAR5APAR1LLA 
CLICQUOT CLUB PALE DRY GANGER ALE 

Millis, Massachusetts 

November 23* 1926* 



Mr* George 8* Cook, Chairman 
County Commissioner 
County of Hampden 
Springfield > Mass • 

Dear Sir: 

Will it be possible for you to supply me with 
a copy of section 45 and 46 of Chapter 253 of the General 
Lots as amended by Chapter 334 of the Acts of 1923, and 
as further amended by Chapter 178 of the Acts of 1924 
relative to the inspection, condition and safety of the 
dams of Hampden County. I desire this in connection with 
notice received from you dated November 17 concerning the 
condition of a dam in the town of Hampden, 



remain 



"hanking yon very much for your consideration, I 



Very truly yours > 



?vC :EM 



H. Earle Kimball 
142 Angell Street 
Providence, 




December 4* 1926 



Mr* Ho S-arle Kimball, 
14S Angel 1 Street, 
Providence, B* X, 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed herewith is copy of soot ions 

45 and 46 of Chapter 253 of the General Laws as amende 
.by Chapter 334 of the Acta of 1923 - t ana aa further 
amended hy Chapter 178 of the Aote of 1924, relative 
to the Inspection* condition arid safety of the dams oi 
Hampden Cottnty, which you requested in your letter of 
November 23, 1926-* 

Yours very truly t 

aomrar oohmissiohbes 

By _„ __ _.,._ 

" Chairmen* 



r^Q/l At 

IjF i> V / il 

Sno * 



ESTABLISHED 1885 



#m?i 
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C\\c>q^xo\ CX\Jto Com^oaxx\ 



rRAOE MARKS H£Gi£T!iri:.D U . £ . PAT. FF\ C E 



CLICQUOT CLUB GOLDEN GINGER ALE CLICQUOT CLUB SARSAPAR1LLA 
CLICQUOT CLUB PALE DRY GINGER ALE 

Millis, Massachusetts 

December 13, 1926 



6> 



t) 



:-,-^ 



* 



M 



Mr- George 3* Gook^ Chairman 
Gourriy of Hampden 
Springfield, Imoe* 

Dear Sir* 

I wish to thank you for sending me copy of Sections 45 
and 46 of Chapter #253 of the General Laws ae amended by Chapter |o334 
of the Acts of 192 3 and ae further amended by Chapter : yl78 of Acts of 
1924 relating to the inspection of dams of Hampden County, 



i"c is evieent. it you t eei tnat the dam on my property in 
Hampden would cause a loss of life or damage of a road, or bridge^ 
that you can have me fix the aforesaid dam, but X really do not want 






n r = "i\ h ' 



..!., J J i. i. -J ij 1^1 iv ^ 'J ^. - v i_ \j ^ .J. V A a '-> ^ O W O <•■>£/ i V ! 



My father owned this property for years and after his death 
it came into my possession* 1 sold the nrooerty several vears apo to 
a man in Springfield for $2500, and took his note for the same. This 
party has since died and his wife requested that I take back the property 
ana cancel the note, ae she was in hard straits and could not use the 
property-, This I did > so I am still holding it. 1 am trying to sell 
it, as X have no use for it and 1 know it would be "better for the County 
of Hampden to ha ¥6 a real going concern on this property than to have 



~LU litil 



a oy me, 



now ix r musu ixx xnxs clam up ? of coureoy 1 will do so $ but 
if it is not endangering any lives, road or bridge, would it not be 
possible to leave it as it is for the ereeentT 



iii a a * a j ma i x ip e ci .iia n v 




AM, SOC. C. E- 
iNST. G. £. GREAT BRITAIN 
ENG. INST. OF CANADA 



JAMES L. TIGHE 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

CALEDONIAN BUILDING, 189 HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE, MASS. 

TELEPHONE 790 
MEMBER AM. INST. OF CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 



MEMBER 

BOSTON SOC. C. E, 

ENG. SOC. WEST. MASS, 

AM. & N. E. W, W, ASSOC'S 



water supply 
sewerage 
Sewage disposal 
analysis of water 



(Copy) 



December f© 19Si 



WATER POWER INVESTIGATIONS 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
DAMS AND POWER INSTALLATIONS 
ESTIMATES AND APPRAISALS 



ir* H. Earl Kfcoball 

14@ Angell Street 
Providence S, I. 

Dear Sirs 

Your letter of Beooniber 15, to tea Ootrnty eoamissio&ors 
Baupden County last., relative to yorar dais, was turned 
over to as as the Engineer who eacattinad the' struotnre. 

In answer thereto t beg to state teat the repair* sug* 

gested are not very smoh, comparatively speaking, slnee 
the y include only the out ting down of the trees and the 
brush growing in the dam and the stopping of small leaks* 
The latter ean» it seems, be stopped fey the dumping of 
gravel along the up stream toe of " the struettire. 

She da® appear© to to© a smhitamtlal one and with snftll 
repairs Bade fro® tins to time »m be kept in sash eon* 
dition for many years* 

Of course, if yom think It advisable to laake no repairs 
thereon and to abandon the structure, so to speak /the 
thing to do is, to make a sufficient opening through the 
Btruotnro in order that no pond will he formed toy the 
brook at any time oven in high water. 

On the other hand* if yon aonsldor it advisable to make 
the repairs •uggostoo' , I think the County Ceamisslonors 

would ©jrfeemd the time to the ©©sting Spring or early 
Stusner ,:;,::. to do the work 

Any further filtasation y©m might want in regard t© the 
natter, 1 shall he glad to give it to yon so' far as i 
am able. 



Respectfully, 

James L, Tighe 



April £6, 1923, 



Mr. H. E©rl Kimball, 
142 Angell Street , 
Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 
45 of Chepter £53 of the Gen err 1 Lews as amended by 
Chapter SS4 of the Acts of 19£S tna. es further amended 
by Chapter 178 of the Acts of 1924 relative to the in- 
spection, conditioning s^f^ty of the qbius at Hampden 
County, you are notified that your dam, located of 
Setntic Broot, so c&lled, in the Town of Hampden^ hae 
been inspected by our engineer and your attention is 
celled to the following condition noted and recommen- 
dation msde by him; 

"There is some leakage through the dem 
st the waste gste next to the north bulkhead. 
Tbir p^rt of the dem should be repaired and 
the leefege stopped, v 

Row, therefore, in accordance with Section 46 
of 88 id Ch&pter £5S t it is ordered that the above recom- 
mendation be complied with in a reasonable length of time. 

Any further information concerning this matter 
which you may desire will be furnished by this office apon 
request. 

Yours very truly, 

COtWTY COtfKISSIOKERS 

B y 

~ CTuTir ma £7 



Goodwill Dam 



i$£6 Hampden 
Located on East Brook. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Hampden 



Goodwill Dam 



Name 



Water 



Goodwill, Harry 
East Brook 



Maroh 10, 1926 



Hr» Harry Goo&well, 
Hampden, Mass. 



• $ 



Bear Sir: 

In aooor dance with the 'provisions of Section 

4g of Chapter 255 of the General laws as amended lay 
Chapter 554 of the Acts of 1985 and . as further asnended 
hj Chapter 178 of the Acts of 1924 relative to "the in- 
spection, condition and safety of the dams of HanvD&en: 
County, yon are notified that the dam, looked after bv 
you but owned by the Simon S. Hunt Heirs, located on * 
jfiast Brook so-called in the Town ox Hampden, has heen 
inap&oted by our Engineer and join 5 attention is called 
to the following recommendations made by him; 

"?h© ds is sore or lass abandoned 
and leaks cone iderably , and the overflow is in 
a tumbledown condition* If the structure is to 
hg maintained, the leakage should ¥0 stopped and 
the overflow repaired* Likewise, the tree* 
which, are growing on the edge of the dam on the 
downstream side should be cat down* If the 
structure is to be abandoned, the pond- should 
be 'drawn down." 

low, therefore,, in accordance with Section 46 

of said Chapter 2SS, it is ordered that the abere recom- 
mendations be complied with ia a reasonable time* 

Yours Yery truly, 

0OIHSI G0MM188IOSBH8 

By 



April 28, 1SS5 



&r. Kerry Goodwill, 
Glendels Hoed , 
Hempden, Eess, 

Deer Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 
45 of Chapter 25S of the General laws ss emended by 
Cbppter SS4 of the Acts of 1923 end as further amended 
by Chapter 178 of the Acts of 1924 relative to the in- 
spection/ condition and safety of the df.ms of Hampden 
County, vou sre notified thet your dem, Iocs ted on 
Ssst Brook so e&lled, in the Town of Ksmpderj , has been 
inspected by our engineer end your attention is celled 
to the following conditions noted snd recommends t ions 
rsede by him; 

"There is some leek&ge through the dsffi 
which should be repaired. 1 " if the pond is to 
be maintained. There &;e nine trees growing 
on the dFm. These trees ought to be cat down, 
es they impeir the stability of the structure 
by rocking in windy westher, end the extension 
of their roots might of use leelcege eventually." 

Bow, therefore, in accordance with Section 46 
of said Chcpter £53, it is ordered that the shove recom- 
mendations he complied with in e vet Bonsble t length of 
t irae . 

Any further information concerning this matter 
which you may desire will be furnished by this office upon 
request. 

Yours very truly, 
CQtSTY CGJTKISSIGKERS 

By _ 



Cheirmsn. 



/TV 



December 5 t 194? 

Mr* Harry Goodwill 

Hampden, Haas* 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253 f 
Section 45 et sbcl* of the General T.bws, Tercentenary RAit ion , 
relative to the inspect ion, condition and safety of the dams 
of Hampden County you are hereby advised that the dam he long- 
ing to you and located on East Broolc in Fsmp&en has been 
inspected by oar Engineer and your attention is called to 
the following conditions noted and recommends t ions mate hy 
him. 

"In a recent inspection made of the ~arry Goodwill 
da 20 located in Hampden, it was found that there *?ere 
concentrated leaks through the structure at several 
points which may result in failure of the dam* 
These ieafcs should toe closed up by filling !*» with 
gravel on the up stream or pond side of the 
structure*" 

Any further information concerning this matter which 
you may desire will he furnished hy this office upon request* 

Yours TBTf -truly, 

com^Y ogmkiss tomes 



^^^TTfiair 



K@nr 



William Dwlght 



Them ^ a F^ 3nn^ypp_ 



Kellogg Dam 



O Hampden 
Also see: Dam Keport Section - Hampden. 



City/Town 



Hampden 



Dam 



Kellogg Dam 



HAMPDEN 
D08013 



KELLOG DAM 



NO IMAGE ON FILE FOR THIS RECORD 



(INFORMATION EXISTS ONLY ON A FILE CARD FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE FORMER HAMPDEN COUNTY ENGINEER.) 



McCrayDam 

i$£6 Hampden 

Fond formed by dam located on fie antic Brook. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Name 



Water 



Hampden 
McCray Dam 
McCray h Lincoln 
Scantic Brook 



April 28, 19B6 



llr« Lincoln MeCr-ay, 
Hampdan^ Mass. 

Daar Sir; 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 

45 of Chapter 853 of the General Laws as amended fcy 
Chapter S54 of the Acta of 1925 and as further amended 
"by Chapter 178 of the Acts of 1924 relative to the in- 
spection, condition arid safety of the dam & of Hampden 
County* you are notified that your upper &bei« lo oat act 
on Soantio Brook bo -called in the Town of Hsrop&en, has 
he an inspected by our engineer and your attention is 
called to the following recommendations made hy him; 

"The pond formed hy the dam is small 
and practically filled with silt so that In 
case of failure of the structure* no material 
damage would ha done hy released water he causa 
of the very small pondage. If the daa is to 
be maintained, however, all leakage should he 
repaired and the struct tare put In good condi- 
tion.**' 

Tour a very truly t 



Terry Dam fka Peterson Dam 



O Hampden 
AL&o see: Dam Keport Section - Hampden. 



Dam 



Peterson Dam 



Dam 



Terry Dam 



Name 



Peterson 



Name 



Terry, Stanley M 



HAMPDEN 
D08015 



TERRY DAM 



NO IMAGE ON FILE FOR THIS RECORD 



(INFORMATION EXISTS ONLY ON A FILE CARD FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE FORMER HAMPDEN COUNTY ENGINEER.) 



Sazama Dam 

-WTm. -. 1 
1^50 Hampden 

SraaJl dam located on property at North Road. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Hampden 



Sazama Dam 



Name 



Streets 



Sazama^ Robert F 
North Road 



October h f 1950 



Mr* B* F* Sazcraa 
Horth Road 

Hampden* Massachusetts 

Dear Sin 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253* 
Section hy ei seq# of the General Lavs* Tercentenary 
Editioiii relative to the inspection t condition^ and safety 
of the dams of Hampden County, you are he^efey advised that 
your dam located- in Hampden has teen recently inspected fey 
our Engineer and your attention is- called to the fallowing 
conditions noted and recommendations mafe by himft 

fl The earth fill s^etiom of the dam is overgrown 
with trees- an3 brush, and should hm cleared** 

Amy- farther information concerning this matter w!ii4h 

yon may desire will be furnished hy this office upon request* 

Yours irery truly f 
COUKTY COMMISSIONERS 






Nov. 12, 1958 



Mr* R. F. S&z&ma. 
North Koad 
Hampdeit Mass. 

Bear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et- seq, of 
the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, con- 
dition, and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby advised 
that your dam located an the westerly side of North Road on your property 
in Hampden has .been recently inspected by our Engineer and your attention 
is called to the following conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 

rr This structure is in a dilapidated state but is not dangerous* 
The concrete masonry is in need of repair. Some brush ha^ 
been cut from the dam embankment but there is more brushing 
and clearing needed. No repairs of any consequence have been 
made at this structure in the recent past* The owner should plan 
to repair the masonry and to cut brush from the embankment of 
the dam during the coming year* The work as outlined is not 
necessary for the safety of the structure but is recommeided 
if the owner wishes to maintain his dain in a reasonable state 
of repair. !l 

The work as outlined herein and as recommended by the County Hydraulic 
Engineer is not an absolute necessity. We are passing on the recommendation 
of the Engineer for your information and for any action you care to take in con- 
nection therewith. 

Any further info rmat ion concerning this matter which you may desire will be 
furnished by this office upon request. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Dec- 2, 1959 



Mr* R. F, Saxama 
North Soad 
Hampden, Mass. 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253 , Section 45, et saq* of 
the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, con- 
dition, and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby advised 

that your dam located on the westerly side of North Hoad on your property 
in Hampden has been recently inspected by our Engineer and your attention 
is called to the following conditions noted and recommendations made by him* 

"Some brush has been cut from the earth embankment of this 

structure. Masonry has not been repaired. It would seem ad- 
visable for the owner to make necessary repairs to the masonry 
wall during the coming year. At the present time overflowing 
water passes over the embankment of the dam to the left of the 
existing portion of the masonry wall and* in flowing over the 
earth embankment f the water is forming a washout which could 
become enlarged and cause failure of the embankment and thus 
loss of the dam. This condition should be corrected. n 

Any further information concerning this m&lt&t which you may desire will 
be furnished by this office upon request. 

Very truly yours, 

HAMPDEN COUNTY COMMISSIONEBS 



Oct. 25, 1961 

Mr* K chert F. Sa^ama 
North Boad 
Hampden, Mass. 

Dear Sir: 

la accordance with Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq, of the General Laws, Ter- 
centenary Edition, relative to the inspection, condition, and safety of the dams 
of Hampden County, you are hereby advised that your dam located off of North 
Soad in Hampden and at the site of your property, has been recently inspected 
by our Engineer and your attention is called to the following conditions noted 
and recommendations made by him. 

fi It was noted that the embankment is becoming fairly well covered 
with brush and small tree growth* This growth should be cut in 
order that the dam can be properly examined and maintained. The 
masonry wall running the length of the dam is in need of maintenance 
and repair. Sunken and surface washed areas on top of the dam em- 
bankment should be filled and properly graded* 

Conditions at the dam do not endanger persons and property down- 
stream • However, it would seem advisable to recommend that the 
Owner make repairs in order that Ms investment in this structure 
will be protected- " 

The recommendations as contained hereinabove are sent to you so that you may 
be aware of the advice passed on to our Board by the County Hydraulic Engineer 
regarding your dam. Whereas the structure is not in a dangerous condition, the 
recommendations a© contained herein will improve the dam and protect the struc- 
ture from the need for more costly maintenance and repairs at a later date- 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may desire will be 
furnished by this office upon request. 

Very truly yours, 

BD. OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



December 23, 1964 



Mr. R.S. Saasarna 

North Road 

Hampden, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapt, Z53, Section 45, et seq. of 
the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, con- 
dition and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby advised 
that your small darn located on your property at North Road, in Hampden 
ha$ been recently inspected by our Engineer and your attention is called 
to the following conditions noted &ad recommendations made by Mm. 

"Brush growth should be kept cut from the embankment o£ this 
dam. The upstream masonry wall should be repaired especially 
to the right of the spillway- Water seeping thru the embankment 
to the left of the spillway is about the same as in the past. If the 
Owner wished to control this seepage, he could probably do so by 
placing an impervious fill on the upstream face of the dam oppo-' 
site the point from which the seepage emerges. The impervious 
material could either be clay or till. A fine silty sand or cinders 
&nd ashes from a coal fire might also serve the purpose. n 

The work as recommended by the County Hydraulic Engineer is not ab- 
solutely essential to the safety of the dam. However, to maintain jour 
investment in this structure, and to prevent its deterioration to a p&int 
where repairs might be more expensive, the recommendations are passed 
on to you for your consideration. Br^sh growth on the dam should be kept 
cut down and repair work to the upstream masonry wall will improve the 
safety of the dam by protecting the structure in time of extreme flood flow 



conditions when the capacity of the spillway may fee exceeded. 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may desire 
will be furnished by this office upon request. 

Very truly yours* 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



August 2, 196? 

Mr, R.S.Sazama 
North Road 
Hampden, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapt, 253 f Section 45 1 et 
seq, of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the 
inspection, condition and safety of the dams of Hampden County* 
you are hereby advised that your small dam located on your 
property at North Road in Hampden has been recently inspected 
by our Engineer and yoar attention is called to the following 
conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 

M This dam was noted to be in fair condition. Leakage 
still occurs to the left of the spillway and near the toe of 
the dam, This leakage has been occurring for many 
years and no appreciable change was noted in the rate 
of discharge. The upstream manoary curb wall should 
be repaired where needed and the missing section of 
the wall, located to the right of the spillway* should be 
replaced. 

All brush growth should be cut from the 4 darn em- 
bankment. The top of the embankment* ■ particu- 
larly to the right of the spillway, should be brought 
up to an even grade with compacted fill and then 
the new fill learned and seeded. 

Water level in storage on the day of inspection was 
about l t! above the crest of the spillway chute. No 
flashboards were on the spillway crest. 



In recent years there has been very little maintenance 
work done at this dam, if the owner wishes to pro- 
tect his investment, the suggested maintenance out™ 
lined hereinbefore should be accomplished. The dam 
will continue to deteriorate and eventually may be 
■worthless unless some maintenance La done. 

It is recommended that the owner be advised again 
of the general condition of his darn. The dam is not 
dangerous to persons and property downstream, the 
maintenance work is recommended simply to protect 
the investment of the owner. n 

The work as recommended by the County Hydraulic Engineer 
is not absolutely essential to the safety ox the dam. However, 
to maintain your investment in this structure, and -to prevent 
its deterioration to a point where repairs -..■might be more 
expensive, the recommendations are passed on. to yon for 
your consideration. .Brush growth, on the dam. should be kept 
cat down and repair work to the upstream, mansonry wall 
will improve the safety of the dam by protecting the structure 
in time of extreme tfeod flow conditions when the capacity of 
the spillway may be ex.ceeded. 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may 
desire will be furnished by this office upon request. 

Ve r y t r u 1 y yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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Mr, R. S. Sazama 

North Road 

Hampden j Massachusetts 

Dear Sir: 



October 22, 1959 



In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, 
et seq. of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative 
to the inspection, condition and safety of the dams of Hampden 
County, you are hereby advised that your small dam located' on 
your property at North Road in Hampden has been inspected 
recently by our Engineer and your attention is called to the 
following conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 

"This dam was noted to be in need of routine 
maintenance and repair work. The embankment is 
overgrown with brush and vines. The growth is 
so thick on the downstream side that it was hard 
to make an inspection of this portion of the dam. 
Settled sections of the top of the embankment should 
be filled with impacted earth and brought up to a 
finished grade. 

Broken and missing sections of the upstream concrete 
wall should be replaced. Masonry at the spillway 
should be repaired where needed. 

Water level in storage on the day of inspection was 
. at about spillway crest elevation. There were no 
flashboards on the crest of the spillway. 

It has been observed and reported in recent years 
that the dam is given very little maintenance. The 
undersigned feels that if the owner wishes to protect 
his investment, the suggested maintenance outlined 
hereinbefore should be accomplished in the not too 
distant future. Preferably this fall and winter If 
possible. The dam will continue to deteriorate and 
eventually the structure may be worthless, unless It 
is properly maintained. 
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The darn does not impound a great deal of water. Should 
the dam fall, the quantity of water released would un- 
doubtedly be obs orbed in the valley immediately down- 
stream. A culvert under North Road would control the 
amount of water released to the valley below and the 
road itself would act as a temporary darn to store re-, 
leased water in the natural valley upstream of the road* 

It is recommended that the owner again be advised of 
the general condition of his dam* He should at least 
clear the brush and vine growth, repair the upstream 
masonry wall, repair the spillway masonry and bring 
the embankment up to proper grade. 

The work as recommended by the County Hydraulic Engineer is 
not absolutely essential in order to protect persons and 
property downstream as explained in his report. However, to 
maintain your investment in this dam and pond and to prevent 
deterioration to a point where much more expensive repairs may 
be required in the future, it is recommended that the main- 
tenance work needed be done in the near future* Cutting of 
the brush, adjusting the top of the dam with fill and the re pal' 
of the masonry will improve your investment - in the dam and the 
pond. 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may 
desire will be furnished by this office upon request/ 1 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



KibbeeDam 



1^50 Hampden 

Located on property just off Somers Road. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Hampden 



Kibbee Dam 



Name 



Streets 



Kibbee, W L 
Somers Road 



October *f f 19?0 



Mr, tf,L # Kibbir 

Sosiers Head 

Hampden* Massachusetts - 

Bear Sir* 

' In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253* 
Seetion **5 at seq* of the Central Laws* Tercentenary 
Edition* illative to the Inspection f condition amd safety 
of the Sams of Hampden County * you are hereby advised that 
joiw dam located in Haaapden has been recently inspected 
by our Engineer and your attention is called to the follow- 
ing conditions noted and reeoBaaendations made by him* 

tt The wooden flume spillway has deteriorated, 
and should be repaired or replaced* ■ There is 
some leakage imcter the dam- iflhich should be 
inve b tiga ted * * 

Any further information 'concerning this -matter ifhieh 
you may desire ^111 be furnished by this office upon- request, 

Yours very truly, 

cotsty commissiokers 



By " 



Oct. 25, 1961 



Mr, W. JL, KIbbe 

Somers Eoad 
Hampden, Mass. 

Bear Sir: 

In accordance with Chapter 253, Section 45 3 et seq. of the General JUa^ws, 
Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, condition, and safety 
of the dams of Hampden County* you are hereby advised that your dam 
located on your property just off of Somers Eoad in Hampden has been 
recently inspected by our Engineer and your attention is called to the 
following conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 

r, A small hole was noted in the right wall of the masonry spill- 
way chute about one foot downstream from the small foot bridge 
over the spillway* Prodding and probing into the hole indicated 
the presence of a fairly large cavity in the embankment and 
under the masonry of the spillway chute- There is bo telling 
for certain how large this cavity has become without excavating 
in the area and possibly enlarging the hole in the masonry. 

The cavity should be investigated and repaired as soon as 
possible. The cavity could be large enough to cause a failure 
of the embankment or of the masonry chute and/ if the failure 
occurred over a fairly large area, the water in storage might 
be suddenly released* Sudden release of the water could 
flood property and the public roadway a short distance down- 
stream* M 

The cavity as reported by the County Hydraulic Engineer should be inves- 
tigated at an early date and the necessary repairs made to prevent any 
possibility of a collapse occurring in the embankment or of the spillway 



-2- 



chute- It is possible that the cavity is small and can be repaired at an 
early date for a minimum of expense. Water in storage should be lowered 
if a major excavation of the embankment is necessary in ©rd^r to deter- 
mine the full extent of the cavity* The County Hydraulic Engineer would 

be pleased to advise you in connection with this matter if you so desire, 

Any further information concerning this matter which you may desire 
will be furnished by this office upOB request. 

Very truly yours, 

BD. OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Gordon Dam fka Wor tiling Dam 




O Hampden 

Also see: Dam Keport Section - Hampden. See also: County Roads Flan #4 (1^55) "Extension to 
erosion dams - WMain St - land W O Worfhing". 



Dam 



Gonlon Dam 



Dam 



Worthing Dam 



Name 



Worthing 



Name 



Gonion, E A 



HAMPDEN 
D08018 



GORDON DAM fka WORTHING DAM 



NO IMAGE ON FILE FOR THIS RECORD 



(INFORMATION EXISTS ONLY ON A FILE CARD FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE FORMER HAMPDEN COUNTY ENGINEER.) 




End of Book D08~ Dams ~ Town of Hampden 



